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FRONT COVER: Capt. Marilyn Upton displays
the large male deer she shot during a four-day
Hope For the Warrior adventure hunt near Port
Gibson in January. Upton joined other women of
the Mississippi Army National Guard in an un-
forgettable experience. (Article begins on page
6). Photos and graphics by Sandy Ates, JFH-MS
Public Affairs.
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From the Editor

By Lt. Col. (Retired) Timothy J. Powell
Director, Public Affairs Office

GUARD DETAIL
ONLINE - FOR NOW

Hopefully, by now you’re wondering why the last issue of the Guard Detail Magazine never found
its way to your mailbox. The winter issue didn’t make it to print, so we posted it on our website for
your reading pleasure. And for now, it looks like that’s where it will remain. Several years ago, the
Mississippi National Guard Public Affairs Office contracted with what’s known as a Commercial Enter-
prise publishing company to publish the Guard Detail. This move garnered immediate annual sav-
ings of nearly $70 thousand. End result is the publishing company sells advertising for the magazine,
thereby defraying our costs for production and printing—a no-brainer. Most other states have made

the same move because of
tight budgets and the desire
to maintain a quality prod-
uct for Soldiers and Airmen.
In the meantime, however,
advertising budgets have
taken a hit as well so these
publishers have been clos-
ing their doors and forcing
National Guard publications
into online sanctuary.

So, please bear with us
as we continue to produce
the quality magazine you've
come to expect, and also as
we continue to explore new
avenues to get the Guard
Detail Magazine back in
your mailbox. Meanwhile,
please visit the online ver-
sion at www.ms.ng.mil and
click “Press Room.” You can
also visit our Mississippi
National Guard Facebook
page for various feature
stories.

Until next time........
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Camp Shelby mobili:

CFIRE agreement gives base new

M Story and Photos by Maj. Deidre Smith
Camp Shelby Public Affairs

CAMP SHELBY, Miss. (31 March
2014) - Camp Shelby Joint Forces
Training Center has been at the
forefront of an extensive mobiliza-
tion mission in support of Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom and Over-
seas Contingency Operations for
ten years now. Through Camp Shel-
by’s professional and diligent ef-
forts we have trained and prepared,
mobilized and demobilized over
200,000 Service men and women

The National Center
for Freight and
Infrastructure Research
and Education at the
University of Wisconsin-
Madison signed the
agreement to streamline
logistics for
equipment returning
from Operation
Enduring Freedom

from the Army, Navy, Marines and
Air Force to ensure that the contin-
uous fight for freedom was not lost.

That mission came to a conclu-
sion March 31 with the completion
of the demobilization process for
the remainder of the troops sched-
uled to demobilize through Camp
Shelby.

The mission was initially only
set to last for the duration of one
unit for mobilization. A six month
Guard Detail

mission turned into one year, and
then one year turned into two. Now
after ten years of dedicated service,
the mobilization mission is coming
to an end until the Nation needs it
in that capacity again.

As one mission draws to a con-
clusion, Camp Shelby is proud to
continue its efforts to support the
modern war fighter by continuing
vital research and development
through venues such as Unmanned
Arial Systems and through a recent
national Research Organization
that can assist military planners
in identifying the base as a criti-
cal part of a strategic military in-
termodal logistics hub, a vital step
that could save the Defense Depart-
ment millions of dollars as military
equipment begins to make its way
back to the United States from Af-
ghanistan.

The National Center for Freight
and Infrastructure Research and
Education (CFIRE) at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison signed
the agreement after researchers
assessed the potential for sig-
nificant logistics cost savings and
equipment lifecycle cost efficien-
cies afforded by the situational op-
portunity in the South Mississippi
Defense Corridor (SMDC), officials
said

Col. William “Brad” Smith, com-
mander at the sprawling Mississip-
pi National Guard installation lo-
cated just south of Hattiesburg, said
the opportunity for a cost-effective
alternative to expensive legacy sys-
tems has presented itself with the
$570 million restoration of the Port
of Gulfport underway, other nearby
installations, and Camp Shelby as
the platform to streamline the re-
turn, reset, redeployment, redis-
tribution, and disposal (R4D) of
equipment from Operation Endur-

4

ing Freedom.

“This is a rare opportunity to
take advantage of the synergies
that exist in the South Mississippi
Defense Corridor. It's a military
site selector’s dream,” said Smith of
the five military installations that
could play a critical role in the re-
turn of equipment. “It’s reassuring
that an organization like CFIRE can
see this from 1,000 miles away.”

Other installations in the SMDC
include Keesler Air Force Base,
Combat Readiness Training Cen-
ter-Gulfport, the 1108th Theater
Aviation Sustainment Maintenance
Group, Naval Construction Battal-
ion Center-Gulfport, and Stennis
Space Center

Dr. Teresa Adams, executive di-
rector of CFIRE, said “the time is
right” to move forward to name the
Port of Gulfport a “Strategic Sea-
port” and begin routing equipment
to it. She cited several key factors
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ation mission ends

focus as Southern logistical hub

including unmatched intermodal
access, such as rail, unfettered ac-
cess to the Gulf of Mexico, inter-
state connectivity, C-5/C-17 ca-
pable airports, and a 135,000-acre
Army installation within an hour of
the port. Adams also noted the sig-
nificant infrastructure investments
at the Port of Gulfport.

“Based on our experience, the
joint utilization of the Port of Gulf-
port as a strategic seaport and
Camp Shelby as a depot site will
allow the Army to create an inno-
vative logistics solution, maximize
its limited resources, and realize
benefits from the joint force capa-
bilities within the South Mississip-
pi Defense Corridor,” Adams said.
“Ultimately, this collaborative lo-
gistical relationship will provide a
platform for further economic and
community development that is
more than ever, so important in the
Gulf area.”

Guard Detail

Adams added that other factors
making the South Mississippi De-
fense Corridor attractive, include
growing rail traffic west of the Mis-
sissippi River driven by the oil and
gas industry and the Panama Canal
expansion, Post-Panamax ships
taking priority in major east and
west coast commercial ports, and a
recent study from the U.S. Govern-
ment Accountability Office citing
several current strategic seaports
as having major deficiencies that
present significant obstacles to
mission accomplishment.

According to Army officials, the
Defense Department will spend $7
billion to ship nearly 750,000 piec-
es of equipment worth $36 billion
as combat operations come to an
end in 2014.

The National Center for Freight
and Infrastructure Research and
Education (CFIRE) is a Tier 1 Uni-
versity  Transportation Center
funded by the U.S. Department of

Transportation Office of Research
and Technology. The northern hub
is led by University of Wisconsin-
Madison, and includes partners at
University of Wisconsin-Superior,
University of Wisconsin-Milwau-
kee, University of Illinois at Chica-
go, Michigan Technological Univer-
sity, and the University of Toledo.

The southern hub is led by the
University of Memphis and includes
Vanderbilt University, University of
Southern Mississippi, and the Uni-
versity of Alabama in Huntsville.
The CFIRE consortium’s annual
budget is approximately $3.5 mil-
lion.

Camp Shelby continues to meet
the challenge of providing for the
Nation’s defense by planning, de-
veloping, and providing a constant-
ly evolving diverse and demanding
training environment to meet new
and emerging threats to our Na-
tion’s security.

More than 3,000 Soldiers of the 278th Armored Cavalry Regiment of Tennes-
see, Michigan and Kentucky Army National Guards march at Camp Shelby to a Feb.
5, 2010, departure ceremony for an Afghanistan deployment. The Soldiers con-
ducted specialized pre-deployment training. The 278th ACR is the Tennessee Na-
tional Guard’s largest single unit. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. 1st Class Russell Klika)
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M Story and Photos by Sandy Ates
JFH-MS Public Affairs

our Mississippi Army National Guard war-

riors braved the nipping of Jack Frost as record-
freezing temperatures punctuated their wait for
a first glimpse of movement in the early morning stillness.

These weren’t just any camouflaged bodies huddled in tree
stands overlooking the Mississippi River banks that January morn-
ing, these were four women of various rank with a purpose.

Capt. Marilyn Upton, Master Sgt. Tammy McLendon, Staff Sgt.
Rhonda Dunn, all employed full-time with the Joint Force Headquar-
ters, Mississippi National Guard in Jackson, Miss. and a former sergeant
with the 113th Military Police Company in Brandon, Miss., Sgt. Carlotta
(Elizabeth) Wray, were far too excited to notice the frosty tempera-
tures as they waited for a trophy buck to show up in their crosshairs.

The pump of adrenalin was much more powerful than
the cold, as the veterans paired with volunteer profes-
sional game managers and cameramen for a special adven-
ture hunt with the “Hope For The Warriors” project.

With proven skills developed during deployments to Iraq and/
or Afghanistan, this special group of veterans were invited by em-
ployees of Greif, LLC, of Davenport, Ohio; Soterra Land Manage-
ment, LLC of Flowood, Miss. and Mossy Oak® enterprises of West
Point, Miss., to prove their talents at game hunting on the first bru-
tal 10 degree day of the 2014 New Year. " 5

“We didn’t know what to expect when we [ R .
got out here,” said McLendon, a Noncommis- e -3
sioned Officer in Charge of operations for the
directorate of Personnel at JFH. “The weather oy
was so bitter cold, but then when we knew we Bt
had a shooter (a deer that met size and weight &=
requirements), and knew that was the one we | :
were aiming for, it was an indescribable feel- %T:rf o

Vi
4

ing seeing that deer walk out of the woods.”

The females were provided an all- K
encompassing, four-day hunting experi- 1
ence, complete with full (and warm) cam- "
ouflage clothing compliments of Mossy
0Oak®, delicious gourmet meals served by
professional Greif chef, Mike Strohl, and
round-the-clock mentors from all of the participating businesses.

An added treat for the women was the opportunity to meet
former Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee’s wife, Janet, who en-
joyed the experience of a big hunt with the Mississippi troops.

“I just can’t say enough about the National Guard and how in-
credible these men and women are ... they are sent overseas and
are the first called out during natural disasters,” said Janet, add-
ing how she ended up on the hunt with the guard women. “I
am actually here because of Mr. David Fischer, president of
Greif, Inc., whom I met during a Habitat for Humanity project in
Haiti, he offered me to come hunt, and [ was lucky enough to ac-
cept at a time when these women would also be hunting.”

“I have heard the experience for these ladies was a wonderful
one,” said Fischer whose company has been making cooperage or
large barrels since 1827 in Ohio. “From the very beginning of the
company, our mission has always been to give back for the much
we have been given and our veterans have given a great deal.”
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The four said that they were unaware of such programs
like “Hope For The Warriors” and the vast contributions by
so many citizens who care for this country’s veterans.

From the expertise of Wray, who was the first deployed
female Soldier from the state to earn a Combat Action Badge
in Iraq and a lifelong hunter who tagged along with her father
as a young child, to first-time hunter Dunn, who brought down
a trophy buck the morning of her oldest daughters’ birthday,
the experience was something they would never forget.

“It was an unbelievable adrenalin rush, a great gift for my
daughter’s birthday. It was my first time to hunt, but it certainl
won'’t be my last,” said Dunn, a mother with two young daugh-
ters, and NCOIC of Operations in the Human Resources Office
at the JFH. “I am so grateful to the people who support this
program, [ don’t think I ever would have done this on my own;
but the people from these organizations stayed by our side the
whole time, just so we would get the most from our experience.
[ just can’t thank them enough for all they have done for us.” — R :

With the big hunt well underway, and buck fever climax- & ke @ _Sgt. Carlottd e
ing at a quivering pitch, all of the lady hunters took their turn  .5=. LSRN (Elizabeth) Wray
at trying to bag a trophy- a1 . T L LT T i i
size buck, with an option g L0 s AR 2 S
of killing an additional
two does and a limited
number of water fowl.

All four hunters were
successful in shooting
trophy-size bucks, with
McLendon bringing down
the biggest ever shot
on Soterra’s land area
near Port Gibson, Miss.

“The hunting adven-
tures actually benefit the
needs of the military and
the companies involved
in sponsoring the hunts,”
said Soterra employee Matt &=
Bonham. “With over 2,000
plus acres of bottom river
land to manage, it is neces-
sary to cull the wildlife in
the area to keep the fauna
and foliage healthy. It gives us an opportunity to do our job while giv-
ing these National Guard members a fun memorable opportunity.

Employees from all three companies volunteered to assist with the
hunt said Lt. Col. Dean Adkins, a medical battalion commander with the
Regional Training Institute at Camp Shelby Joint Force Training Center.

“We stay with these Soldiers every minute, mentoring and as-
sisting them,” said Adkins, who also enjoys helping with the Hope
For The Warrior project. “This venture is completely sponsored and
paid for by these companies and these women hunters were pro-
vided positively everything they needed for the four-day trip, in-
cluding a professional film crew. The only inconvenience was a
frozen water pipe that prevented one day without a shower.

The Warablished to help veterans have a better quality of life, which
this and other hunting adventures for veterans have been made available.

“We are so proud to give back to these warriors, and to thank
them for their contributions and sacrifices,” said Fischer.4
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THANKING OUR MENTORS -- A certificate of appreciation is presented to Matt Bonhe
ing a January warrior hunt sponsored by Soterra Land Management LLC, Greif Inc. and
Bonham, Adkins and Jody Davis of Mossy Oak; (row 2) Rusty McDaniels, Mossy Oak; fort
Huckabee and Hunter McCool of Mossy Oak; (row 3) George Crawford of Soterra and MS

Sgt. Rhonda Dunn. Hope For The Warrior’s Outdoor Ventures program is a non-profit o




o

m (2nd left) of Soterra Land Management LLC by Lt. Col. Dean Adkins (2nd right), follow-
ossy Oak enterprises. Pictured with the two are Chef Mike Strohl (front left) of Greif Inc.,

er Mississippi National Guard veteran and hunter, Carlotta Elizabeth Wray; Mrs. Janet

NG veterans and hunters Capt. Marilyn Upton, Master Sgt. Tammy McLendon, and Staff ""ﬁ"ﬁ’f‘ w

¥

ganization that provides veterans a way to readjust to being home from deployment.
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thing positive,” he said. “At that time, Brayden was a patient in the Pediatric Intensive
Care Unit of Blair E. Batson Hospital for Children. Though our son passed away, the staff
at Batson worked tirelessly until the end. One of the nurses remarked that ‘everyday we
play tug-of-war with God over these children and sometimes God just wants them a little

”m

bit more.

“What the staff does there is not just a job, but it has to be a calling,” Hearns said.

“They were some of the most genuinely caring and com-
passionate people that we've ever come across. What
makes them even more special is the fact that they do this
on a daily basis with all of their patients. Batson is the only
facility of its kind in the state, so we take every opportunity
we can to support them.”

In memory of their son, Hearns and his wife, Alicia,
were inspired to do what they could to help other children
facing life-threatening situations by sponsoring a variety of
fund-raisers for the hospital. Their efforts, in turn, have in-
spired others to help.

“We would be hard-pressed to attempt to put a value
on the amount of money our family, friends and supporters
have contributed,” he said. “The support has included more
than just money.”

The 47th CST, spearheaded by Susan Rodriguez, the
wife Tech. Sgt. Domingo Rodriguez, and Susan Johns, the
wife of Tech. Sgt. James Johns, conducted a toy drive in
memory of Brayden during the summer.

“We were able to present Batson with 14 large ship-
ping boxes full of toys on what would have been Brayden’s
first birthday, Aug. 8,” Hearns said.

Participation in the ColorMeRad 5k was the latest
in a string of fund-raisers. In addition to a portion of the
sign-up proceeds benefitting the hospital, more than $700
was raised through the sale of “Rainbows for Bray” team
t-shirts.

“We had over 60 team members who were actually as-
signed to our team,” he said. “Due to signing up at different
times, we weren’t all able to make it into the same wave,
though.”

Hearns said none of his efforts would have been possi-
ble without the support of fellow National Guard members.

“I am truly proud to be a member of the Mississippi Na-
tional Guard,” he said. “During our darkest hour, members
of the MSNG stepped in to make sure we were taken care of
and to assure us that they were there should we need any-
thing. I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you
to the MSNG on behalf of myself and my family.”

M Story and Photos by Staff Sgt. Scott Tynes
JFH-MS Public Affairs

JACKSON, Miss. - Runners were splashed with a rain-
bow in memory of 11-month-old Brayden Kye Hearns
March 22 during the ColorMeRad 5k in Jackson.

Capt. Willie Hearns, a medical operations officer
with the 47th Civil Sup-
port Team of Jackson,
established the “Rain-
bows for Bray” team for
the event to honor his
son, who died of appen-
dicitis July 11, 2013.

“We're trying to turn
a bad thing into some-

Mississippi Army National Guard Capt. Willie Hearnss
(right)and "Team Rainbows" release balloons with me-
morial messages before the ColorMeRad 5k in Jackson
March 22 in honor of Brayden Kye Hearns. Brayden died
July 11, 2013, of appendicitis at the age of 11 months.
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B Story and Photos by Staff Sgt. Michael Williams
Public Affairs NCO

Eleven of the Mississippi’s Army Na-
tional Guard finest warriors, representing
five major commands throughout the state,
gathered at Camp Shelby Joint Forces Train-
ing Center Feb. 24, to compete in the 2014
Mississippi Best Warrior Competition.

During the five-day competition, Soldiers were
tested on their physical fitness, board interviews,
land navigation, common Soldier knowledge,
assemble and disassemble of the MK19 Grenade
Launcher, .50 Caliber machine gun and the M249
Light Machine Gun, evaluate a casualty, call to
fire, combatives, combat stress shot, qualifica-
tion on the M4 carbine and M9 pistol and a six-
mile road march with a 40 pound ruck sack.

At about 4 a.m. on the first day of com-
petition, competitors put on their physi-
cal fitness uniforms to complete the Army
Physical Fitness Test, as spectators, grad-
ers and sponsors met up at the finish line.

This was just the beginning of a physical,
exhausting and mental five-day challenge for the
Soldiers. For one Soldier, not only would this be the
first time but also making history in the Mississippi
Army National Guard Best Warrior Competition.

Staff Sgt. Ashley Porter, 154th Regional
Training Institute instructor, headquartered at
Camp Shelby, is the first female to ever compete
in the Mississippi Best Warrior Competition.

“I definitely didn’t expect to be the first
female Soldier to compete,” said Porter. “I fig-
ured some other female had already competed
before me but being that I am the first, [ hope
that I've set a good example and hope it mo-
tivates other females out there to try it.”

Porter said that she started training in Decem-
ber and concentrated on her physical fitness in
order to compete with other competitors but she
said that this competition tested her fortitude.

“Through the PT test, land nav, AWT and finish-
ing up with combatives, the hardest part for me
would be the road march,” said Porter. “I have been
training on pavement and hills but the route we
took was a lot harder that what [ was training on.”

EST
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PETTTION

These 11 Soldiers, comprised of Noncommis-
sioned Officers and specialist and below, are not
only competing for Solider of the Year (SOY) and
Noncommissioned Officer of the Year (NCO of
the Year), but the two winners will have earned
the right and respect to represent the Mississippi
Army National Guard in the regional competi-
tion that will be held at Camp Blandon, Fla.

To ensure the best of the best, Soldiers
are screened and tested at company, battalion
and major support command levels, before com-
peting at state level and moving on to regionals.

“It has taken a long time for these competi-
tors to get to this point,” said Command Sgt. Maj.
- Gary Graham, 154th Regional Training Institute

%, senior enlisted noncommissioned officer. “We

1% ~ have a great group of competitors here. It's one

. of the greatest groups to come through here.

" On hand to watch his Soldiers compete

against one another with high morale and with

extreme expectation was Command Sgt. Maj.

George Miller, senior enlisted noncommissioned

officer for the Mississippi Army National Guard.

~ “These 11 competitors were great Sol-

_diers,” said Miller. “The competition was re-
ally close. Their attitude and the wa
enﬂﬂ:gd the competltlon was really m

“I think that’s what makes the }e
ing aspect so great because they came into
it with pOS,lthG attitudes. Mississippi has the |y
best Soldiers; the best trained and knowl-
~ edgeable and they want to prove that””

% ’I‘h1§ l¥'ear s competition brought back one
b Icpm'pe'vltorf om last year. Army Staff Sgt. Cody
Espinoza, B Battery, 1st Battalion 204th Air De-
fense Artillery, who won this year title NCO of the ™
Year 2014 Mississippi Best Warrior Competition.

Espinoza said after compet-
ing last year made him realize how much
he didn’t know about basic soldiering.
“It hit me the wrong way dur-
ing last year’s competition,” said Espinoza.
“So T had to study up and work harder”
Now that he is this year’s Missis-
sippi NCO of the Year and will be represent-

. ing the state in regionals, Espinoza says that

i e he will continue his routine physical training

_#+  butwork harder in studying the textbook.

R CO)

ttalion 204th Air Defense Artillery and Spc.
| Arms Battalion, run down a dirt road at Car
sippi Best Warrior Competition. Both Soldie

1t the MSARNG in the regional competitions €

{ i =
liams, Public Affairs NCO) ' ',. & = s
: = H-.-I i : .
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(Above) A Mississippi Army National Guard Soldier competing in the 2014 Mississippi
Best Warrior Competition qualifies with his M4 carbine Feb. 25 at Camp Shelby jJoint
Forces Training Center. Eleven Soldiers, both Noncommissioned officers and special-

ists and below, competed in the competition to earn a spot to represent the MSARNG in
regional competition. (U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Michael Williams, Public Affairs NCO)

L \
%ﬂfer the ruck march
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“I'm going to continue to keep training like have been before,” he said. “And I'm
going to focus on those study guides and general knowledge. [ can give you the an-
swer in my own words but what they are looking for is the textbook answer.”

This year’s Soldier of the Year winner is Spc. William Landrum, Com-
pany B, 1st Battalion 155th Combined Arms Battalion. He will join Espinoza
on behalf of the Mississippi Army National Guard in regional competition.

“I really wasn’t expected for them to call my name,” said Lan-
drum. “I was excited and felt joy when [ heard my name.

“This has been a great experience for me,” he said. “The hardest part for me dur-
ing this competition was the stress shoot. It definitely took a toll on me and the other
competitors, especially after taking the pt test and the road march right after each other”

“This state level competition adds camaraderie throughout the state,” said Gra-
ham. “It brings to light great training and any Soldier out there, this is a great opportu-
nity to compete. This is great exposure to possible things that your unit don’t train on.”

Soldiers competing were Sgt. Matthew Brown, Company E, 106th Brigade Support
Battalion, Staff Sgt. Eugene McCarty, Headquarters, 154th Regional Training Institute, Spc.
Jered Meeks, 113th Military Police Com-

pany, Sgt. Esau Moffett, 857th Horizontal
Company, 890th Engineer Battalion, Spc.
Ethan Scott, HSC, 890th Engineer Bat-
talion, Sgt. Alexander Toups, Company

A, 1st Battalion 155th Combined Arms
Battalion, Spc. Robynn Walsh, D Battery,
1st Battalion 204th Air Defense Artil-
lery and Staff Sgt. James Whitehead,
113th Military Police Company.4

Staff Sgt. Ashley Porter, 154th Regional
Training Institute instructor, pulls a weighted
dummy across the field during the “stress shot”
portion of the 2014 Mississippi Best Warrior
Competition Feb. 24 at Camp Shelby Joint
Forces Training Center. Porter became the first
female to compete in the state’s competition.
(U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Michael Wil-
liams, Public Affairs NCO)
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Golfers swing to
help wounded warriors
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MSNG hosts NGB personnel workshop

M Story and Photos by Lt.Col. Christian Patterson
JFH-MS Public Affairs

CAMP SHELBY, Miss.— The Mississippi National
Guard recently hosted the National Guard Bureau'’s
2014 G1 - Personnel Workshop at the Camp Shelby
Joint Forces Training Center from March 4 - 6.

Approximately 200 Army National Guard person-
nel administration specialists from every U.S. state and
territory attended the event. The workshop was held at
the 154th Regional Training Institute on post and cov-
ered a range of topics from Human Resources Manage-
ment, suicide prevention, to the new Officer Evaluation
Report. Attendees received approximately 30 hours of
training, updates and assistance with personnel issues
during their stay at the site located just south of Hat-
tiesburg. “This workshop gives us the opportunity to
get together as a group in an effort to synchronize our
human resources practices,” said Col. Joseph R. Baldwin,
deputy chief of staff - personnel, National Guard Bu-
reau. “It also provides my staff with more visibility of
the personnel challenges present on the state level.”

Joint Force Headquarters, Mississippi National
Guard G1 Soldiers were honored to host fellow ARNG
human resources professionals from across the nation.
The team feels that NGB made an excellent choice in se-
lecting Camp Shelby as the location to convene. “We're
very blessed to have the largest state-owned training
site in the nation and embrace opportunities to support
Soldiers,” said Capt. Marilyn Upton, a personnel officer

assigned to the JFH-MSNG. “Our team has been plan-
ning for this event since December and we were very
cost effective in doing so.”

As the workshop concluded, it was very clear to all
about the level of support provided by the MSNG. “The
MSNG has been outstanding!” said Col. Baldwin. “They
had everything set up which allowed for our attendees
to focus on personnel matters and finding ways to sup-
port our war fighters.”
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Army National Guard Soldiers from every U.S. state and territory attend meetings during the 2014 National Guard
Bureau G1 - Personnel Workshop at Camp Shelby on March 5. The human resources specialists were in the Magnolia
State for the week-long event from March 3-7.
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Honoring our employers

M By Sandy Ates, JFH-MS Public Affairs

While all men and women in military uniform
work for Uncle Sam, there are many Soldiers and
Airman in Mississippi who answer to two bosses.

The National Guard and Reserve forces are more
often than not employed by Uncle Sam on a “part-time”

job only, but hold full-time jobs with civilian employers.

Scheduling time off from work for deploy-
ments and extended weekend training is difficult
for employers who are running assembly lines or
involved in other work environs where employ-
ees need to work to keep the business moving.
Recently, one Mississippi Army National Guard
Soldier had the opportunity to let his civilian em-
ployer know just how much he appreciated his
bosses’ support in being a member of the MSARNG
Sgt. John Davis, a member of Company C,
2nd Battalion 198th Combat Arms Battalion, lo-
cated in Senatobia, went with other members
of his unit to pay Davis’ boss a special visit.
Surprised by the presents of Davis’ military escorts,
Vice President Steve Hutton of Chuck Hutton Chevrolet
of Memphis, welcomed the guardsmen to his business.
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With flags posted, Hutton was presented a spe-
cial “Mississippi Rifles” heritage print by Davis’s
unit, with presentation by Capt. Brannon Poland.

The “Mississippi Rifles” or the 155th Infantry Regi-
ment, is Mississippi’s oldest National Guard unit. Its his-
tory predates statehood, back to June 1799, and it is the
seventh oldest infantry regiment in the United States
Army. They patrolled the frontiers of the Mississippi
Territory, captured Aaron Burr, defended Fort Mims dur-
ing the Indian Wars, and served under General Andrew
Jackson in the Battle of New Orleans in the War of 1812.

After presentation of the print, Capt. Nathan Hughes,
Co. C, 2-198th CAB, gave the oath of reenlistment to Da-
vis for another six year commitment with the MSARNG,
as his civilian boss stood to witness the special honor.

“I really am thankful that I have such wonderful
people to work with here at Chuck Hutton Chevro-
let,” said Davis. “We have been deployed so much,
but the folks at Chuck Hutton have been so gener-
ous and thoughtful with the time off needed to at-
tend training and deployments. It is like a family here
and everyone is treated like a family member”
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Maj. Gen. Crisler
assumes command

Maj. Gen. Augustus L. Collins,
the adjutant general of Mississippi
passes the Mississippi Air National
Guard flag to Brig. Gen. William J.
Crisler during Assumption of Com-
mand Ceremony held at Thompson,
Field, Jackson, Miss. April 5, 2014.
Brig. Gen. Crisler assumes com-
mand of the Mississippi Air Na-
tional Guard.(U.S. Air Force photo
by Tech. Sgt. Marvin B. Moore)

210th FMSU
in Kuwait

The Mississippi Army National
Guard’s 210th Financial Management
Support Unit took control of financial
operations in Kuwait on Feb. 27.

47th CST
responds to spill

Members of the 47th Civil Sup-
port Team traveled to Hattiesburg
early on Wednesday, March 12, to
assist area first responders with
a dangerous chemical spill.

The Flowood-based unit was
called to respond to an incident that
occurred March 11 at exit 60 on I-59.
A tanker overturned and was haul-
ing a dangerous chemical known
as acrylonitrile. The highly flam-
mable liquid can be fatal if inhaled,
ingested or in contact with skin.
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M Story and Photos by Maj. R. Brooks Little
102nd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

WARREN COUNTY, Miss. — The Mississippi National
Guard’s Family Programs hosted a youth retreat at Tara
Wildlife in the Eagle Lake community April 11-13, which
was designed to enhance the quality of life of 23 five to
eight-year-old military children and their parents.

The retreat gave participants a chance to get away
for a weekend and focus on their family relationships
through outdoor activities. Events included an open-air
bus ride, scavenger hunt, fishing, photography competi-
tion, field games and a special appearance by Corey Hunt,
Agent Alligator Trapper.

“We wanted to emphasize team-building and have
the kids experience new things,” said Jan Reeves, child
and state youth coordinator for the Mississippi National
Guard.

Reeves has worked in Family Programs for more than
four years with 10 to 15-year-olds and will oversee two
additional youth camps for both Army National Guard
and Air National Guard children this year. Reeves is also
working towards establishing a Space Camp for Missis-
sippi National Guard youth in the future.

Cooper Lewis Gant, 8, was one of many children en-
joyed the Tara Wildlife Retreat experience. Gant said he
loved the fishing part the most because he caught his
first fish on his own, but thought the whole experience
was great.

“I liked the bus ride because I got to ride on the le-
vee,” said Gant. “I saw 19 deer!”

Tara Wildlife has eight miles of Mississippi River
frontage and 9,000 acres of oxbow lakes and bottomland
hardwood forests. It is widely known across the south for
it's premier deer and turkey hunting.

Senior Master Sgt. David Hammarstrom, 172nd Force
Support Squadron, said he had a great time at this retreat
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with his son, John David, 7. He said he was surprised that
there was a program that allowed him to have this expe-
rience. Initially, he thought there would be limitations on
what he could do, but he found that it was wide-open to
experience like any paying guest.

“I am very impressed and I hope to come back one
day,” said Hammarstrom. “I am thankful for whoever
raises the money and pays for this because I know it is
not totally free. Whatever organizations are out there do-
nating money or whoever is out there beating the bushes
getting donations, I just want to give a big thanks to them
for what they are doing.”

Hunt was a huge success with the young audience.
He was able to provide the children with a very thorough
presentation about the habitat, attributes, instincts and
the importance of being safe around the American alliga-
tor.

Parents were able to take a break under the trees
as some of the children played kick ball, others climbed
trees together and a few threw a Frisbee in an open field
adjacent to lodge at the end of the day on Saturday.

“Seeing my little girl, Cameron, catch her first fish, the
gator show and wide-open spaces were the best things
about this weekend,” said Senior Master Sgt. Jeb Tram-
mell, also with the 172nd Airlift Wing. “She also made
three or four real good friends here.”

“Overall, this event is completely about the family
and its contribution to the Guard,” said Reeves. The Mis-
sissippi National Guard Youth Program allows our Ser-
vice Members to connect with their children in differ-
ent and unique ways. Here at Tara Wildlife, the families
can connect with nature and the outdoors, away from
the business of the world. Our Service Members have
made great sacrifices. It is our responsibility at Family
Programs to make sure that we give back to them and
their families.”
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BOSS makes Guarc

Col. Mike Nabors, commander of the 186th Air Refueling Wing, cuts the ribbon to officially open the BOSS during a
ceremony at Key Field April 16. The simulator will save the National Guard hundreds of thousands of dollars in annual

training and aircraft maintenance costs.

W Story and Photos by Staff Sgt. Scott Tynes
JFH-MS Public Affairs

KEY FIELD, Meridian - The Mississippi Air National
Guard will save hundreds of thousands of dollars while
receiving quality training with the debut of the Boom
Operator Simulator System with the 186th Air Refueling
Wing here.

The BOSS at Key Field is the first of 17 to be delivered
to Air National Guard bases across the country. There are
nine similar boom simulators at active duty bases based
on a different design.

A boom is the critical piece that connects aircraft and
delivers fuel during an in-flight refueling mission. It is
controlled by an airman in a pod at the back of a KC-135R
aircraft.

“When you drove in the gate this morning and saw all
that infrastructure, looked out on that beautiful ramp and
saw all these airplanes, all the money and energy that’s
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spent here, the hundreds of maintainers, personnel man-
agers, pilots and everyone else that shows up to work at
Key Field; really we're all focused down on a small group
of people. Ultimately, the success or failure of this Wing
rests in the hands of a couple capable airmen (who oper-
ate the booms),” said Col. Craig Ziemba, group operations
commander for the 186th.

The BOSS is capable of simulating more than 26 differ-
ent receiving aircraft and 100 different scenarios, includ-
ing malfunctions, formations and maneuvers. Boom op-
erators can run the simulation themselves or a controller
can adjust a variety of conditions from an outside station
to challenge the operator with a changing environment.

“The capabilities are simply amazing,” said Col. Mike
Nabors, commander of the 186th. “Boom operators
are going to be able to train here without spending the
hundreds of thousands of dollars in annual costs that
it costs us to put a plane in the air in fuel expenditures,
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| debut in Meridian

other salaries and all that for the pi-
lot crew to fly them out to train. In
the future, this system is going to be
able to hook up with a simulator in
another part of the country where a
pilot is also working in that aircraft
simulator and he will fly up and sim-
ulate getting behind our simulator
with our boom operator and be able
to train ... without ever leaving the
ground. You can just imagine the cost
savings from that in the fuel that will
be saved, the man hours, the mainte-
nance and the wear and tear on air-
planes. All of that is the future of the
Air Force.”

The training is especially crucial
for the 186th as they transition back
to the KC-135R. The unit is the home
of aerial refueling and still holds the

record set in the 1930s for the lon-
gest sustained conventional flight
by the Key brothers, whom the field
is named after. However, in recent
years the Air Force took away the
unit’s KC-135s and changed its mis-
sion. That mission and those aircraft
were restored last summer.

“It’s coming at just the right time,”
Nabors said. “We’re right in the mid-
dle of a conversion into the KC-135.
We have a lot of young boom opera-
tors that need the training and we
only have eight aircraft. Our mainte-
nance capabilities are in the process
of training as well so we’re not able to
put up a full complement of aircraft on
a day-to-day basis. Being able to move
our boom operators down here to the
simulator is just going to double our

capability for training.”

Technical Sgt. David Gann, who
has trained as a boom operator for
less than six months but has com-
pleted more than 30 refueling mis-
sions, said the BOSS can prepare
operators for conditions they cannot
create, which allows them to plan
and prepare for the unexpected.

“It’s pretty spot-on,” he said. “The
malfunctions that you can get in a
simulator that you can’t really get in
a real airplane, you can practice it in
here. Some people go their whole ca-
reers and not ever see a malfunction
in a boom pod, but you need to be
ready in case you ever come across
one. You can do that in here and be
prepared to react to it and possibly
save the mission.”

William Eger, an equipment specialist for simulator certification, changes the mission environment in the Boom Op-
erator Simulator System to present the trainee with an obstacle to overcome during a demonstration April 16 at Key Field.
The BOSS at Meridian is the first of 17 to be delivered to the National Guard.
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Master Sgt. Shane Haney, a

master trainer from Air Mili-

tary Command Detachment 2,
demonstrates the Boom Opera-
tor Simulator System during

its National Guard debut with

the 186th Air Refueling Wing :
pril 16 at Key Field, Meridian. . .



