
CHANGING OF THE 
STOLE CEREMONY

CHAPLAIN (COLONEL)
CREGG M. PUCKETT

&
CHAPLAIN

(LIEUTENANT COLONEL)
 JASON P. BIRD

SCAN TO VIEW
DIGITAL PROGRAM

JOINT FORCE HEADQUARTERS
AUDITORIUM

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
11 JULY 2026

10:00 AM

“Amazing Grace“

Numbers 27:15-23 (CSB)

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me. I once 
was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see.

The Lord has promised good to me, His word my hope secures; He will my 
shield and portion be, as long as life endures.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun.

15 So Moses appealed to the Lord, 16 “May the Lord, the God who gives breath to all, appoint 
a man over the community 17 who will go out before them and come back in before them, and 
who will bring them out and bring them in, so that the Lord’s community won’t be like sheep 
without a shepherd.”

18 The Lord replied to Moses, “Take Joshua son of Nun, a man who has the Spirit in him, and 
lay your hands on him. 19 Have him stand before the priest Eleazar and the whole community, 
and commission him in their sight. 
20 Confer some of your authority on him so that the entire Israelite community will obey him. 
21 He will stand before the priest Eleazar who will consult the Lord for him with the decision of 
the Urim. He and all the Israelites with him, even the entire community, will go out and come 
back in at his command.”

22 Moses did as the Lord commanded him. He took Joshua, had him stand before the priest 
Eleazar and the entire community, 23 laid his hands on him, and commissioned him, as the 
Lord had spoken through Moses.
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Chaplain (Colonel) Cregg M. 
Puckett enlisted in the Mississippi 
Army National Guard on 23 March 
1987 and retires with over 35 years of 
active military service.

After serving seven years as an 
enlisted soldier, Chaplain Puckett 
received his commission as an 
Army National Guard chaplain in 
1998. He is a graduate of the United 

States Army War College, the Army Command and General Staff 
College, The Army Chaplain Officer Basic and Advanced Courses, 
the Army Special Forces Qualification Course, Army Airborne 
School and Jumpmaster School.

Chaplain Puckett deployed to Afghanistan three times (2003, 
2009, 2020). Previous assignments include Director of the 
Spiritual Domain, United States Special Operations Command, 
MacDill Air Force Base, Tampa, FL; Command Chaplain, NATO 
Special Operations Combined Command-Afghanistan/Special 
Operations Joint Task Force-Afghanistan; Deputy Command 
Chaplain for Reserve & Religious Affairs, United States Special 
Operations Command, Fort Bragg, NC; Command Chaplain, 
66th Troop Command, Jackson, MS; Brigade Chaplain, 168th  
Engineer Brigade, Vicksburg, MS; Battalion Chaplain, 2nd 
Battalion 20th Special Forces Group (Airborne), MS.

Chaplain Puckett earned a Master of Strategic Studies Degree 
from the U.S. Army War College and a Master of Divinity Degree 
from Wesley Biblical Seminary in Jackson, MS. 

His awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal with 
OLC, Defense Meritorious Service Medal with OLC, Meritorious 
Service Medal, Army Commendation Medal with OLC, Senior 
Parachutist Badge, Combat Action Badge, Special Forces Tab, and 
various other awards. 

Puckett has been married to the former Melissa Watson for 31 
years. They have 4 children: Makayla (28), CW2 Dylan (26), Lane 
(19) & Major (15).

He serves as a chaplain with the Mississippi State Veterans 
Affairs, serving over 300 residents of veteran homes in Oxford, 
Kosciusko & Jackson. He is the pastor of Gulde Church near 
Brandon since August 2025.

Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Jason 
P. Bird joined the Mississippi Army 
National Guard as a First Lieutenant 
through Specialty Branch direct 
commission on 12 OCT 2010. Upon 
commissioning, he was assigned as 
the battalion chaplain to the 223rd 
Engineer Battalion, headquartered in 
West Point, MS. 

1LT Bird attended the Chaplain 
Basic Officer Leadership Course (CH-BOLC) at Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina and graduated in April of 2011. In October of that year, 
he deployed to Afghanistan with the 223rd, Task Force Knight, in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

In 2014, CH(CPT) Bird transferred to the 1108th Theater Aviation 
Sustainment and Maintenance Group in Gulfport, MS. In 2018 
he deployed with this unit to Camp Arifjan, Kuwait in support of 
Operation Spartan Shield.

In 2019, CH(MAJ) Bird, returned to the engineers and was assigned 
as Brigade Chaplain for the 168th Engineer Brigade in Vicksburg, 
MS. The following year he was tapped as the supervisory chaplain 
for the state of Mississippi’s Covid Task Force. CH(LTC) Bird became 
the Command Chaplain for the 66th Troop Command in 2022.

His awards include the Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service 
Medal (2), Army Commendation Medal (5), Army Achievement 
Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal with campaign star, National 
Defense Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism Medal, Army 
Service Ribbon, Army Overseas Service Ribbon, NATO Ribbon and 
the Combat Action Badge.

CH Bird’s professional military education includes: CH-BOLC, 
Chaplain Professional Reinforcement Training, Chaplain Captains’ 
Career Course, Command and General Staff Intermediate Level 
Education (Common Core), and the Operational Support Leadership 
Course (ORSLC). He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Business 
Administration from William Carey College, as well as a Masters 
and a Doctorate of Ministry degree from the New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

Dr. Bird serves as the pastor for McLaurin Heights Methodist 
Church in Pearl, MS, a Global Methodist congregation. He and his 
wife Teresa reside in Madison, MS.
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