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PREFACE 

EARLY HISTORY 

OF ARMY AVIATION 

1861- 1948 

First recorded use of army aviation was for observation 
of enemy troops by hot air balloons in 1861. 

The Army purchased its first airplane in 1909. 

During World War Il, the Army had 89 balloon 
companies and 39 air squadrons. 

In June 1942 the Army authorized two aircraft, two 
liaison pilots and one mechanic to each Artillery battalion 
and higher headquarters. 

In 1943 the Army transferred about 2,000 liaison pilots 
to the Air Corps Commando units . 

In 1945 the Army authorized the Cavalry, Infantry, 
Engineer, Armor and Tank Destroyer units the same 
organic-aviation as the Artillery units 

In 1946 the Army purchased its first helicopters . 

On July 26, 1947, Congress passed the National Security 
Act that changed the Army Air Corps to the U.S . Air 
Force, a separate branch of service. 

The Act authorized the Army to create its own aviation 
program within ten specified mission assignments, and 
with a beginning inventory of only 250 light aircraft . 

In February, 1948, Mississippi initiated its first Almy 
Aviation program at Grenada through the National Guard 



FOREWORD 

The History of Army Aviation in Mississippi is done in a chronological format from the 
beginning of Army Aviation in Mississippi until the end of Fiscal Year 1995 on September 30, 
1995. 

It is done in six chapters as follows: 

Chapter I -The Formative Years - 1948 - 1951 
Chapter II - The Korean War Years - 1951 - 1952 
Chapter III - Post Korea Reorganization - 1953 - 1959 
Chapter IV - The Separate Aviation Company Era - 1959 - 1968 
Chapter V - The Separate Aviation Battalion Era - 1968 - 1986 
Chapter VI - The Separate Aviation Group Era - 1986 - 1995 

The source of materials was from micro film files in the National Guard headquarters, 
copies of orders from various individuals and personal interviews with individuals involved in 
Army Aviation over the years. There will be some mistakes. Readers are encouraged to make 
notes of needed corrections and mail them to the author. It is hoped a revised edition can be 
published in 1998 - the 50th anniversary of Army Aviation in Mississippi . 

My personal thanks go to all who contributed information, materials and pictures, and my 
special thanks to my daughter and son-in-law, Becky and Tom Brown, who pushed me into a 
computer and scanner instead of the electric typewriter, which I started out using. 

Hugh W. Ketchum 
Army Aviator 1948 - 1976 
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PREFACE 

EARLY HISTORY OF AVIATION AT THE ARMY L EVEL 

1861 - 1948 

History records hot air balloons were used during the Civil War to observe 
the movement of enemy ground troops. It was on September 25 that the 
Army established a Balloon Corps, with Professor Thaddeus S. C. Lowe 
as the commanding officer. 

111e Army purchased its first fixed wing aircraft from the Wright Brothers. 

In November the Army first used an aircraft to observe and adjust ar­
tillery fire. At that time the Army had 12 pilots, 39 enlisted meu and 12 
aircraft. 

During World War I the Army utilized 89 Balloon Companies aud 39 
Air Squadrons. 

Tue War Department established the Army Air Corps as a separate branch 
of the Army on July 2, 1926, with jurisdiction over single and multi-engine 
air missions. Tue Artillery continued to test the use of light aircraft for 
artillery fire adjustment missions at Ft Sill, Oklahoma, and during Army­
wide maneuvers. It was during those tests that light aircraft pilots were 
dubbed "Grasshopper Pilots" because of the way they hopped from field to 
field and road to road. 

As the U.S. became directly involved iu World War II. there ,vas only one 
Anny Air Training site, other than the Air Co1vs programs. It was a Test 
Group at Ft Sill - later to be known as the "Class Before One" - to train 
light aircraft pilots for the Artillery. On Jw1e 6, based on the success of 
those tests, the War Department autbo,ized organic aviation for Artillery 
battalion and higher headquarters. Each HQ wa s authorized 2; aiJcrafl , 
2 pilots and I mechanic. 

Some military historians recognize the June 6, 1942. :iuthorii'.at ion as th e 
birth date of Anny Aviation . 

In August. the Air Corps autho,ized Po st Field at Ft Sill to become th e 
Department of Air Training for the A,tillery. Th e facility "" s authorized 
to train pilots in L 4 Piper Cubs, L 2 Taylorcrafts. and L ] /\ crn 11 cas 
The ratio oi'thc trainees was to be 80% "Flyin p. Scrg.eant<' :111d 2o<~;, 
o Ilic er:-; 



1943 

1945 

1946 

1947 

The Air Corps also authorized the aeronautical rating of Liaison Pilot and 
approved the awarding of Liaison wings for those who completed the 
training. The Liaison Pilot wings were the same as those awarded to 
graduates of the Air Coqis Aviation Cadet program, except an "L" 
was on the emblem. 

Soon after the training program was approved for Ft Sill, the Air Corps 
was directed to supply 100 trained pilots per month to the facility. The 
future Liaison Pilots were to come from the Air Corps Glider Training 
program, the Air Corps contract Civilian Pilot Training (CPT) program, 
and from the Air Corps Primary Flight Training program. 

In order to meet the quota, the Air Corps added primary flight training 
programs at Denton, Texas, Pittsburg, Kansas and Sheppard Field in 
Witch.ita Falls, Texas. 

ln April, the Army changed the format of the Liaison Pilot Training pro­
gram to provide that officers only were eligible to participate. This ruling 
caused the Air Corps to disband its Civilian Pilot Training (CPT) program, 
which had been supplying "flying sergeants." 

As part of the changes in 1943, the Army allocated some 2,000 Liaison 
pilots and most glider pilots to Air Corps Air Commando Groups. Most 
of those pilots served in Italy, other European military actions, and in the 
Cbina-Burma-lndia actions. Other Liaison pilots went to the Artillery. 

In August, the War Department officially authorized organic aviation for 
Cavalry, Infantry, Engineer, Am1or, and Tank Destroyer units on the same 
allocation basis as previously allowed the Artillery - two aircraft, two 
pilots, and one mechattic per Battalion/Regiment. In December Ft 
Sill was redesignated the Army Ground Forces Air Training School. 

There are others who contend the August 1945 authorization of organic 
aviation to most grow1d forces represents the birthdate of Anny Aviation . 

Also, it was during 1945 that the Army trained its first helicopter pilots 
under contract with the Air Corps at Scott Field, Lllinois, Sheppard Field, 
Texas, and at the l3ell CoqJOration headquarters. 

The Army purchased its first helicopters - 13 YR l3's. 

July 26, I 947, is generally accepted as the begirming of Army Aviation 
On that elate Congress passed the National Security Act that changed the 
/\ir Corps to the lJ S Air Force - a separate branch of service on an equal 
level with the /\rrny and Navy 



1947 

1948 

TI1e Act officially gave the Air Force jurisdiction over all single and multi 
engine tactical and long range air missions, but allowed the Army to 
develop its own Aviation program to provide close suppo1t to the ground 
troops. The aircraft to be used in the program could not exceed 2,500 
pounds for fixed wing planes and 4,000 pounds for helicopters. 

Under the Act, the Air Force retained the responsibility to provide 
primary flight training. research, design and procurement of aircraft, depot 
maintenance, air medical evacuation, transportation of troops, tactical 
recon and aerial photography, for both rotary and fixed wing aircraft. 

The new law limited the Army Aviation program to the following specified 
rmss10ns: 

+ Surveillance of enemy forward areas 
+ Aerial route reconnaissance 
+ Control of march columns 
+ Camouflage inspection of troop positions 
+ Local courier services 
+ Emergency medical and non-medical evacuation 
+ Wire laying between units 
+ Limited aerial photography 
+ Limited resupply activities 
+ Air observation and adjustment of artillery fire 

To carry out the authorized missions, the new Army Aviation program 
continued the concept of placing two pilots, two aircraft and one 
mechanic under the direct command of battalion/regiment and higher 
headquarters units. 

From a World War II high of3,000 Army Air Corps aircraft, the Army 
inventory was down to about 250 by mid-194 7. 

The Army developed an agreement with the Air Corps/Air Force to 
provide primary flight training at Gary Air Force Base in Sau Marcos, Tx., 
and maintenance mechanic training at Keesler AF Base in Biloxi, Miss. 

An advanced helicopter school was established at Ft Sill to provide ad­
vanced tactical training to the graduates of the contract rotary wing 
training schools. Later in the year Walters Air Force Base in Mineral 
Wells, Texas, was added as a primary rotary wing training school. 

In February 1948, action was initiated through the National Guard to begin 
an Anny Aviation program in Mississippi. 



Chapter 1 

THE FORMATIVE YEARS 

1948 - 1951 

First Army Aviation Program in Mississippi 

established in early 1948 at the Grenada Airport to 

serve Artillery units in North Mississippi and 

Hattiesburg. 

Ten former Army Air Corps pilots comprised the 

program by late l 950. 

The program had five L 16 Aeroncas, two LS

Stinsons, one L l 7 Navion and one L 13 "goony 

bird." 

In December, l 950, all personnel and equipment 

was ordered to active duty, effective in mid-January, 

1951. 



CHAPTER l - THE FORMATIVE YEARS: 1948 TO 1951 

lt is generally agreed Army Aviation was born with the passage or the National 
Security Act on July 26 , 1947, when the Air Corps became a separate branch or serv ice 
along with the Army and Navy. 

As the Army began the task of developing its own aviation program within the 10 
specified parameters set forth in the National Security Act, it was necessary to tap the 
nucleus of trained Air Corps pilots, Liaison Pilots and maintenance personnel from World 
War II , and to expand its own training facilities at Ft. Sill. 

The concept for organizing the new Army Aviation program was a departure from 
that of operating under a separate branch of the Army, as had been the case under the 
Army Air Corps. It was agreed aviation personnel and equipment would be attached and 
assigned under the direct command of battalions or regiments and higher headquarters. 
However, it was recognized equipment and training · would have to be located at a 
common airfield where maintenance, security and other necessary services could be 
provided. The allocation of 2 aviators, 2 aircraft and I mechanic per headquarters unit 
was continued. Officer pilots would have to attain and maintain education requirements 
for the branch to which they were assigned. 

Gen. Pat Wilson 

MISSISSIPPI ARMY A VIA TI ON BEGAN IN 1948 

Organization of Army Aviation in Mississippi had its 
beginning in early 1948 under the direction of Gen. William "Pat" 
Wilson, adjutant general of the Miss. National Guard. The program 
was to support the state's part of the 31st Division, which was 
headquartered in Alabama, and the 63 I st Field Artillery Battalion, 
headquartered in Hattiesburg. 

National Guard units in the Division that were authorized 
aviation included Hq 31st Div Artillery in Greenville , Hq 114th rield 
Artillery Battalion in Greenwood, Hq 932nd rield Artillery Battalion 
in Starkville, and the 198th Tank Battalion in Amory. 

Since most of the l'vli ss iss ippi units with organic av iation were located in the 
north part of the state. it was agreed a maintenance support facility would be located in 
that geographic area if an airport site co uld be negotiated and a lready-trained pilots :111d 

maintenance technicians could be recruited from that area. 

The Crn.: nada Airport . ,vhich had been a glider and twin rnginc trc1i11in g h;1sc 
durin!.!. World War IL was selected as the site 1·or Mississippi' s lirst av i<1tio11 111ai11tL' 11 ;1 11C 1.' 

' . 



support 1·acility. l .ocalcd le ss than three rniks north of'( irc nada , the airpurl \\·as already 

hci11 g used as the municipal airport . The l;.1cility had more th a n adeq uate hanga r and 
rn111p space and thn.;e co nc rc lc landing runways . 

THE AVIATION PROGRAM'S FIRST PILOTS 

Three l'orrner Air Corps pilots from G renada - I Lt Fred Thei sman and 2 Lts 
Benton Keeton and Hugh Ketchum - agreed lo transfer from the Air Force Reserve to the 
Miss iss ippi National Guard and to help recruit the necessary pilots and maintenance 
technicians to fo rm the aviation program. 

" 

\!"'". ~-. i 
Benton Keelan Hugh Ke1chu111 Fred Theisman 

They met with State Adjutant General William Wilson and U. S. Anny Advisor 
Co lone l Thomas Oliphant at the War Memorial Building in Jackson on February 3, 1948 , 
per the following order: 

Sl'l:CIAI. ORDERS 

Nl iM IJl:R 27 

HEADQUARTERS 
MISSISSIP PI NAT IONAL GUA RD 

JACKSON. MISS. 

5 February 1948 

6. The rollt1 11·ing-na111ed c:rndidates II ill rerort to Col Thrnnas Ci M. O liphant. 0-3 12:l. F,\ ( IC-\}. l' rcsiJc111 or 
l:."11111111ng IJnard // IX. app1,1111cd by l'ar 13 SO 57. llq Third Arnl\. Ft McPherson. Cia .. dated -l June 47 . at 1300 hours 8 Fchruarv 
-IX . ,n the nlf1ce 01· the lJSl'& l)O ror l\1is;1"1p pi . \Var t'-k mor ial ll ld g. Jackson. Miss . lt>r the pu rpose nr taking c.\illllin ;n 11,n, 1,;,. 
;1ppo 1ntn1cnt 111 the Nat1t111al Ciu,1rd as rcqu1rc,i hv Scct i,in 75. Nat1 n11a l l)cfcnsc Act: 

KITl(J\_ llc 11Lt111 T 
Kl :lClll ' :--. t. llugh I\ 
11 1 LIS\ 1.-\N . Flffl)l:R IL 'K \\' 

l!Y CllWl:ll t 11 ! i 11 . ti<lVI l(NOI( 

\\.II .I l.-\i'..-1 I' \\ ' 11.SOi\: 

llri~ 1 irn ~-1"' N(i 
:\dp11; 1111 ( ic111..: r;il 



Their appointments to the National Guard were approved on March I, 1948 per the 
l'ollowing Special Order: 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

NUMBER 49 

111 :ADQlJARTERS 
MISS ISSll'l'I NATIONAL GUARD 

JACKSON. MISS . 

I March 1948 

I. The following named candidates. having been examined and found qualified under Section 75, National Defen se /\ct. 
are appointed in the Mississippi National Guard, to rank from this date, in the grade, branch, and with organization and position 
assignment as follows : 

NAME RANK BRANCH ORG ASSMT DUTY ASSMT 

THEISMAN, FREDERICK W. I Lt Fi\ Hq 31st Div Arty 
Hq I 14th Fa Bn 
Hq 932nd FA Bn 

Liaison Pi lot 
Liaison Pilot 
Liaison Pilot 

KEETON, BENTON T. 2 Lt FA 
KETCHUM, HUGH W 2 Lt FA 

Position assignments arc to till original vacancies. These appointments are subject to Federal recognition by the War Dept and 
such recognition has been requested from the National Guard Bureau. 

OFFICIAL: 

HILTON R. VANCE 
2 Lt AG D MNG 
Asst to the Adj Gen 

BY ORDER OF THE GOVE RNOR 

WILLIAM P WILSON 
8rig Gen, Miss NG 
Adjutant General 

LT THEISMAN FULL TIME SUPERVISOR 

l Lt Theisman was employed, effective March 1, 1948, as the full time supervisor 
of the support facility at the Grenada Airport. An office and a maintenance shop were 
located in the hangar, which was shared with the Grenada Municipal Airport, managed by 
2 Lt Keeton, and as an armory by A Battery of the 114th Field Artillery Battalion. 

Two maintenance technicians, both former Air Corps mechanics , were hired , also 
effective March 1, by Lt Theisman. They were Sgts Robert Christopher and Sydney 
Perry. Sgt Christopher operated a private aircraft maintenance business in the hangar. 

Cpt Jack Langley was assigned to the facility as Mississippi's first Army Advisor 
fo r Aviation. 

PROGRAM'S FIRST AIRCRAFT AN L 17 

Mississipp i's aviation program received its first aircraft: during the first week or 
March - an L 17 Navion. Before Cpt Langley could check out the pilots in the aircrart , it 
was involved in a crash on the parking ramp o f the Grenada Airport on March 1 O durin g a 
night mi ss ion under moonlight conditions. 



Cpl l ,angley was using the ramp or the airport as a landing si te when the aircraft 
s truck a tow tractor , totaling the aircraft and injuring Sgt Sid Perry, who was manning the 
tractor with a light indicating the boundary between the landing s ite and the main hangar. 
Sgt Perry subsequently received a medical discharge as result oC injuri es to both arms. 
C pt Langley was not seriously injured and was transferred out of state. Meanwhile , 
Mississippi's aviation program was without an aircraft until further equipment was 
assigned to the facility. 

MORE PILOTS RECRUITED 

By April 25, three more former Air Corps pilots were recruited - Lts Robert 

Barker and Leonard Alford of Grenada and Lt James Reed of Starkville . The six pilots in 

the program at the time were ordered to take qualifying check rides by Maj Gene Vinson 
of Meridian per the following Special Order: 

SPEC IAL ORDERS 

NUM8ER 89 

HEADQUARTERS 
MISSISSIPPI NATIONAL GUARD 

JACKSON, MISS. 

23 Apri I 1948 

2. The following named orliccrs, Miss NG, will report to Major Eugene Vinson, A0384248, AF, Miss ANG. Sr member 
or Exam Bd apptd by Par 3 SO 68 , Hq Miss NG , dated 26 March 48, at 1230 hours, 25 Apr 48, at the Grenada Muni cipal Airport, 
Grenada, for the purpose of taking !light examinations to dc1crminc their fitness for rating of Liaison Pilot in accordance with AF Reg 
50-7 , 9 Oct 47 : 

I st Lt TI-IEISMAN , Frederick W 
1st Lt BARKER, Robert S. 
2nd Lt KETCHUM , Hugh W 
2nd Lt KEETON , Benton T. 
!st Lt REED, James W 
lst Lt ALFORD, Wi lli am L. 

0-8 14590 
0-789040 
0 -840504 
0-205953 7 
0-2044722 
0-757146 

FA 
FA 
FA 
FA 
FA 
FA 

1-lq 3 1st Div Arty 
Hq 198th Tank Bn 
1-lq 932nd FA Bn 
Hq ! 14th FA 811 
l-lq 932nd FA Bn 
l-lq631stFABn 

BY ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR 

OFFICIAL; 

1111.TON IC VANCE 
1st Lt. MiD. Miss NCi 
1\ss1 1n the 1\dj Gen 

WILLIAM I'. WILSON 
Brig Gen Miss NG 
Adj utanl General 

Lt. Recd did not take the f1ight examination and failed to pursue hi s require ments 

to become a Liaison Pilot. He subsequentl y res igned from the National G uard in June. 
The other fi ve officers passed the ir 0i ght examinations, were designated Liaison Pilot s 

and ass igned to the units noted in the spec ia l order above. 

S hortly arter being approved as a I ,iaison Pilot for the Mississ ippi Natio na l (; uard . 

Lt Keeto n was ser io usl y injured in :1 private plane crash. The injuri es fo rced him tu 

resign i'rom the National G uard , leavin g the program with only four pilots. 



Within another month , Lt William McMasters of Crec,rn ood and Lt Robert 
Raper or Duck Hill. both former World War II Air Corps pil ots. _j o ined the National 
G uard and were des ignated Liaison Pilots . Lt McMasters was ass igned to Hq 3 1st 
Divis ion Artillery. Lt Raper was ass igned to Hq I 14th Field Artill ery Battalion . 
replacing Lt. Keeton. A few months later, I Lt Thomas Bell of G renada, also a former 
World War [I Air Corps pilot, joined the program, and was ass igned to Hq Division 
Artillery . 

SEVEN PILOTS IN THE PROGRAM LATER IN 1948 

Below are the other five aviators who joined Lt Theisman and Lt Ketchum in the 
program in 1948, and Army Advisor Larry Loos, who replaced Cpt Langley. 

,r 

Leonard Alford Robert Barker Thomas Befl 

~ 

\ •o,._ '": .. 

,.,,,. 1" ' 
lw,;;f ·) 

Bilfv McMasters Robert Raper Lany Loos 

PILOT TRAINING PROGRAM BEGAN LATE 1948 

Since the newly-organi zed aviation program's aircraft had not arrived , av ia ti on 
support was no t available during summer field training at Ft Benni ng. Ga .. in 1948. The 
a ircraft did arrive by late 1948 and the seven aviators began a training program under Maj 
l,an y Loos. who had rep laced Cpl Lang ley as the Army Advisor . 



I k established a concerted training program that carried through 1949 and I 950. 
It included barrier landings and take-offc;, resupply procedures, message drops and pick­
ups, wire laying, artillery lire adjustment and dead reckoning navigation. 

The pilots and mechanics were required to perform Monday night armory drills 
with their units, or perform equivalent training for the two-hour sessions with the 114th 
FA l3n in Grenada. All flight training was performed on the non-paid time of the pilots 
and mechanics. The branch educational requirements for the pilots were waived 
indefinitel y. 

During the latter part of 1948 and early 1949, there were several changes in the 
full time maintenance technicians. Sgt Perry received a medical discharge and Sgt 
Christopher resigned in late 1948. New mechanics hired included Sgts Allen Anc;lerson, 
Robert Mingee, Homer Taylor, Thomas Adams, Lansford "Butch" Marcum and Jesse 
Strider 

Full aviation support was available during summer field training at Ft Benning, 
Ga., in 1949. The aircraft were flown from the Grenada facility to Ft. Benning. It took 
two days for the flight because of the 65-mile per hour airspeed and the small fuel 
capacity of the L l 6's . Each of the ground units utilized aviation capabilities during the 
training period. 

AIRCRAFT ASSIGNED TO THE PROGRAM 

Below are pictures of the aircraft assigned to the various units and maintained at 
the Grenada maintenance support facility during 1948-50: 
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The facility serviced one L 17 Navion. two L 5 Stinsons, one or which was an 
ambulance type aircraft, o,ne L 13 "Goony Bird", which had a Cull instrument panel, and 
live L 16 Aeroncas. The L 16 was the primary support aircraft for artillery fire 
adjustment. The L 17 Navion was used for VIP missions for Hq Division Artillery and 
its two battalions, the 198th Tank Battalion and Hq Detachment in Jackson. 

THREE MORE PILOTS JOINED IN 1950 

Two more former World War II Air Corps pilots - Lt Joel Varner of Senatobia 
and Lt Harry Morrow of Vardaman - and former World War II Army Liaison Pilot Lt 
James Gentry of Meridian - joined the program in 1950. Lt. Varner was assigned to the 
631 st Field Artillery Battalion with Lt. Alford; Lt Morrow joined Lt. Raper in the 114th 
Field Artillery Battalion; and, Lt Gentry joined Lt. Ketchum in the 932nd Field Artillery 
Battalion. Lt. Barker continued with the 198th Tank Battalion, while Cpt Theisman and 
Lts. McMasters and Bell continued with Hq Division Artillery. 

James Gentry 

. . • 

. fi 
- .--./ ' ..._,<J 

Hany Morrow Joel Varner 

The addition of the new pilots brought the strength up to ten, just one short of the 
full authorization at that time of two pilots per authorized unit, plus the Division Artillery 
Air Officer. 

All of the pilots and supporting personnel trained with their units during annual 
field training at Ft McClellan, Ala., during the summer of 1950 amid rumors that 
National Guard troops would be used for combat duty in Korea. 

AVIATION·UNITS TO ACTIVE DUTY 

The 631 st Battalion was alerted for active duty even before reporting to summer 
field training in August. The unit, including Lts Alford and Varner, and Maintenance 
Technician Lansford Marcum. was ordered to Ft Sill., Okla., immediately after 
completing annual field training on September I. Lts Alford and Varner flew one L 16 
and one L 5 from the Grenada support facility to Ft Sill. 

The remaining pilots in the 31st Division units were alerted for active duty in 
December, with an effective reporting elate or January 16. 1951 at Ft Jackson. S C /\t 
that time the aviation support facility in G1-cnc1da was disbanded. 



ARMY AVIATOR RATING ADOPTED IN 1950 

In still another major change in the overall Army Aviation program during 1950, 
the Liaison Pilot designation was eliminated. All Liaison Pilots in the program at the 
time were redesignated Army Aviators, the aeronautical rating that would be given to all 
future graduates of expanding Army training facilities . 

At the time the Army adopted the new Army Aviator rating, it also established a 
new aeronautical badge to replace the Liaison Pilot wings. The new badge resembled 
the Air Force wings, except the tip of the wings curled slightly upward and the emblem in 
the middle of the wings was more of a modified heart shape. Also, the badge was smaller 
than the Air Force wings, but continued to provide for a star over the emblem to indicate 
a Senior Army Aviator, and the star circled with a wreath to indicate a Master Army 
Aviator. Aeronautical wings were also designated for crew members and a flight 
surgeon. 

Below are pictures of the Laision Pilot wings and the aviator wings approved by 
the 1950 change: 

Liaison Pilol Army Aviator 

Senior Army A vial or Master Army Aviator 

MAJOR CHANGES AT ARMY LEVEL 1948 - 1950 

ARMY MOVED PRIMARY FLIGHT TRAINING: In early 1949 the Air 
Force moved its primary army pilot training program from Gary AF Base in San Marcos, 
Tex ., to Connally Af Base in Waco, Tex., and its maintenance mechanic training to 
Keesler /\F Base in Biloxi, Miss. Howeve r, later in the year the Army was given 
authority to train its own pilots and mechanics for organic aircraft.. The Air Force 
retained its control lo lrain both rotary and fi" ed wing ai rcraft pilots and mechanics lor 
,iirc rart llial were· com mon lo bolh serv ices. The Air f-orcc also continued il s 
res ponsi bility Cor research. design and procurement of eq uipment. 



ARMY HAD 1,155 FIXED WING AIRCRAFT: When the Korean War 
officially began in June 1950, the Army had 1,155 fixed wing aircraft as compared to 
only 250 in mid-1947. They were mostly L 16 Aeroncas, L 17 Navions and L 5 
Stinsons, but there were some L 4 Cubs, L 21 Super Cubs and U 8 Twin Beech Bonanzas. 
The program's inventory included only 56 OH 13 Bell helicopters and no cargo 
helicopters 

ARMY PLANNED TO TRAIN CARGO HELICOPTER COMPANIES: The 
Army initiated plans in late 1950 to train five Helicopter Transportation companies to 
replace ambulances and trucks for tactical and logistical support in the forward areas of 
combat zones. Because of Air Force opposition to any expansion of Army Aviation's 
control over close combat tactical and logistical support, _and because the Air Force 
controlled the procurement of aircraft, the Army was able to begin training only one 
Cargo Helicopter Company at Ft Sill, using UH 19 Sikorsky helicopters. 

ARMY AVIATION HEEDED CALL 

History records that Army Aviation, including the Mississippi program, was 
forced to heed a call for combat duty in less than three years after the programs began. 
For the Mississippi aviators and supporting personnel it was the second time in less than 
a decade that they had to disrupt their personal and business lives to serve their country in 
time of war. 

THE LAST SUMMER CAMP BEFORE ACTIVE DUTY 

Ft McClellan 1950 Summer C~mp, Front row, left to right: ------------, ---------­
,----------,Bass, Weeks, -----------, Windham, -------------, Charley Moore ; Second row, 
Raymond Forehand, Trumbo, Hugh Ketchum, ---------------, -------------, Helton, Martin, 
Nichols; Third row, Lany Loos, Gilbert Jones, Tommy Bell, Robert Barker, John Fex, 
Brandon, Peterson, Aubrey Bishop, Emmett Davis, Schwartz. Rear, Russ White. 



THREE OF THE FULL-TIME MECHANICS IN MISSISSIPPI'S FIRST AVIATION PROGRAM WERE: 

Butch Marcum Jesse Strider Homer Taylor 

At right is another picture of the 
Grenada Airport, showing the building 

to the right of the hangar. 

The building was used as an armory for 
the Headquarters Battery of the 114th 
Fie ld Artillery Battalion, the unit with 

which the aviators performed equivalent 
training during Monday night drills. 

Al left is the Grenada Airport, site of the 
slate 's first Army Aviation Support 

Facility. 

Three of the children 's parents are former 
State Senator and Mrs. John Keeton of 

Grenada. Parents of the other two children 
are Mr. and Mrs. Benton Keeton. Benton 
was one of the three pilots in the original 

aviation program. 

..:~11ft,~~ 

~i!ill~i:l 



CHAPTER II 

THE KOREAN WAR YEARS 

1951 - 1952 

All pilots, mechanics and aircraft reported to Ft. Jackson, S. C., 
in mid-January to two years of active duty during the Korean 
War. 

All aviators sent to Ft. Sill, Okla., for basic artillery training. 

Six of the ten aviators in the original Mississippi program saw 
combat duty in 1952. Three of the aviators were sent to Germany 
for border patrol duty there. The other aviator in the original 
program had transferred to the Judge Advocate General branch. 

In late 1952 one L 19, one aviator and one mechanic were based 
at Hawkins Field in Jackson. All of the original aviators and 
mechanics were released from active duty by the end of 1952. 
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Chapter II - THE KOREAN WAR YEARS - 1951 - 1952 

Since all of the Mississippi units that were authorized organic aviation were called to active duty 
for the Korean War, the Grenada Aviation Support Facility was disbanded in January 1951 when all 
personnel and equipment accompanied their 31st Division units to Ft. Jackson, South Carolina. The call 
to active duty came less than three years after army aviation was organized in Mississippi. 

Lts Leonard Alford and Joel Varner had flown one L 16 Aeronca and one L 5 Stinson from the 
Grenada facility to Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, when the 631st Field Artillery Battalion was activated on 
September 1, 1950. Sgt. Butch Marcum, one of the full time maintenance technicians at the Grenada 
Support Facility, also accompanied the unit to Ft. Sill. The 631st FA Battalion served as "school troops" 
at Ft. Sill until it was transferred to Germany in mid-1951. 

The remaining aviators who were supported by the Grenada facility ferried four L 16's, one L 5 
and one L 17 to Ft. Jackson, South Carolina to join the 31st Division at its active duty station per 3rd 
Army General Order # 512, dated December 18, 1950, with an effective reporting date of 16 January 
1951. An L 13 "Goony Bird" had already been turned back to the U.S. Army. 

Upon reporting to Ft. Jackson, Cpt Fred Theisman was assigned as the Division Artillery Air 
Officer. Lt. Billy McMasters continued with Hq Division Artillery. Lt. Thomas Bell , who had been 
with Hq Division Artillery, transferred to the Judge Advocate General Section. He was replaced in Hq 
Division Artillery by Lt. Robert Barker, who had been with the 198th Tank Battalion before the unit was 
activated. 

·us. Harry Morrow and Robert Raper continued with the 114th Field Artillery Battalion and Lts . 
Hugh Ketchum and James Gentry continued with the 932nd Field Artillery Battalion. Two full time 
maintenance technicians, Sgts. Jesse Strider and Homer Taylor, who had accompanied the units to Ft. 
Jackson, were assigned to the Hq Division Artillery. The other full time maintenance technicians who 
had served at the Grenada Support Facility had resigned before the Division was activated. 

- All of the Mississippi aviators, who were assigned to artillery units, joined the Alabama aviators 
in operating from a common Division airfield at Ft. Jackson. Ltc James Fex of Alabama was the 
Division Aviation Officer in charge of the airfield operations and Cpt. Emmett Davis of Alabama was 
the Operations Officer. The 31st Division aviation personnel shared the airfield with the 8th Division. 
also headquartered at Ft. Jackson at that time. 

A VIA TORS UNDERWENT BRANCH TRAINING 

Soon after reporting for active duty at Ft. Jackson, the s_even 31st Divi sion avi ators from the 
original Mississippi program were sent to Ft. Sill, Oklahoma for Basic Artillery training per the 
following letter order from Ft Jackson : 



11 EA l>QUAlffERS 
FOlff JACKSON, SOIITII CAROLINA 

l ,IT l"l:lt ORDER 
NllMllUl 13-2 16 

SUllJlCT: TRAVEL ORDERS 
TO OFFICERS CONCERNED 

18 February 1951 

I. l'ol ofliccrs orgn indicated 3 I st Inf Div WP o/a 30 Jan 5 I lo Ft Sill, Okla., on TOY for aprx littcen (15) weeks for the purpose of attending the 
Associate Field Artillery Battery Officer Course at the Artillery School , Ft Sill, Okla., 21 Feb 51. Upon completion of TOY rt to proper sta. Three (3) 
ODALV auth upon comp I of course: 

C PT FREDERICK W THEISMAN, Hq & Hq 31st Div Arty 
CPT DELBERT l·L WILSON, Hq Btry, I 17th FA Bn 
I st LT ROBERTS . BARKER, Hq Btry, 31st Div Arty 
1st LT RAYMOND FOREHAND, Hq 13try, 933rd FA Bn 
1st LT ROSCOE 13. HALL, Hq Btry, I 17th FA Bn 
1st Lt GREY W. HARRISON, JR ., Hq Btry, 114th FA Bn 
1st LT HUGH W. KETCHUM, Hq Btry, 932nd FA Bn 
I st LT WILLIAM C. McMASTERS, Hq 31st Div Arty 
2nd LT ROBERT E. RAPER, JR., Hq Btry, I 14th FA Bn 

2nd LT THOMAS E. 13ARTON, Btry C, 932nd FA Bn 
2nd LT JAMES GRAHAM, Hq Btry, I 14th FA Bn 
2nd LT JAMES 0 . GENTRY, Hq Btry, 932nd FA Bn 
2nd LT GUY A GREEN, Hq Btry, I 14th FA Bn 
2nd LT THOMAS H. KELLY, JR., Btry B, I 17th FA Bn 
2nd LT HARRY L. MORROW, Hq Btry, I 14th FA Bn 
2nd LT WILLIAM A OGGS, Hq Btry, 933rd FA Bn 
2nd LT MARLIN D .. RANDLE, Btry A, 932nd FA Bn 
2nd LT DALLAS N. VICKERS, Btry B, 933rd FA Bn 

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL COLLINS : 
E. E. EWING 
WOJG, ASST ADJ GEN 

Upon completing the branch training school, Lt. Raper was enrolled in the Army Flight Training 
School, which had been established at Ft Sill. Lt. Gentry was transferred to Ft. Benning, Ga., where he 
joined the 41 st Field Artillery Battalion, which was serving as "school troops" at the Infantry Center. 
The remaining 31st Division aviators from Mississippi were enrolled in a six-weeks refresher flight 
training course in L 21 Super Cubs and L 19 Birddogs per the following Letter Order: 

HEADQUARTERS 31ST INFANTRY DIVISION 
FORT JACKSON, SOUTH CAROLINA 

LEHER OilDER 
NUMB ER 731 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL ORDERS 
TO: OFFICERS CONCERNED 

7 July 195 I 

I . Fol Off orgn indicated upon completion of the Associate Field Artillery Battery Officer Course, the Artillery School, will remain at Ft Sill on 
TOY for apprx four (4) weeks for the purpose of attending the Army Aviation Refresher Course, the Artillery School, rpt 21 June SI . Upon completion of 
TOY or unless sooner reld by proper authority will rtn to proper sta. : 

C PT FREDERICK W. THEISMAN, Hq 31st Arty 
I st LT ROBERTS . BARKER, Hq 31st Div Arty 
Isl LT HUGH W. KETCHUM, Hq Btry 932nd FA Bn 

I st LT WILLIAM C. McMASTERS, Hq 31st Div Arty 
1st RUSSELL C. WHITE, Hq Btry I 17th FA Bn 
2nd LT HARRY L. MORROW, Hq Btry, I 14th FA Bn 

BY ORDER OF MAJOR GENERAL PAXTON : 
CLINTON L. ADAMS 
Lt Col AGC, Adjutant General 

Lts Leonard Alford and Joel Varner, were still at Ft Sill, serving with the 631st Field Artillery 
Battalion as school troops . Cpt Jack Langley, who was the first Army Aviation Advisor in Mississippi , 
was an instructor at the Air Training Center in Ft Sill at the time. 

AVIATORS PARTICIPATED IN READINESS TESTS 

During the remaining months of 1951, the aviators provided aerial support for their units as they 
underwent combat readiness tests at Pt Jackson , Di vision-vvidc maneuvers at Camp McCall , N .C, and 
artilkry fi eld exercises at 1:t Ciordon, Ga .. 



When the readiness tests were completed some of the aviators attended an Instrument Flight 
Training School at the Atlanta International Airport in late I 951 and early 1952. The school, one of the 
first established by the Army, was operated under a civilian contract, using Beechcraft Bonanza and 
Cessna 198 aircraft. The latter aircraft was unique in that it had a cross wind landing gear that allowed 
the nose of the aircraft to crab into the wind without changing the ground path both in landing and 
tax iing. 

In early 1952 most of the aviators received overseas assignments as fillers for units in Korea and 
Europe. However, when the 31st Division was designated as a participant in the Army-wide Operations 
Longhoum maneuvers in Texas, the overseas orders were delayed long enough for the individuals to 
complete the maneuvers and to accompany the Division to its new station assignment at Camp Atterbury 
near Indianapolis, Indiana. 

From Camp Atterbury the remammg Mississippi 31st Division aviators were immediately 
assigned to Korea, except Lt. McMasters who was sent to the European theater. Replacement aviators 
were assigned to the Division during the remainder of the Division's stay at Camp Atterbury, and later at 
Camp McCoy, Wisc., before being deactivated in late 1952. 

SIX OF TEN A VIA TORS IN COMBAT 

Six of the ten aviators from the original Mississippi Army Aviation program who went on 
active duty during the Korean War saw combat duty in Korea. 

Robert Barker James Gentry Hugh Ketchum 

• .. ~ . . :, ' -
, 
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Han y Morrow l?ohert Raper Freel Th eis111 u11 



LL Gentry was the first to go, leaving Ft Benning, Ga., in February 1952 to join the 987th Field 
Artillery battalion in the western sector of Korea near the 38th parallel. He also served as an aviator for 
other units during the latter months of his 1952 tour in Korea. 

Cpt Theisman served with a Corps Aviation headquarters in central Korea. 

Lts Ketchum and Raper first served with the 40th Division Artillery Air Section in support of a 
Republic of Korea division on the front line near Kumwha in central Korea. Cpt John 
Dekker was the airfield commander. The three became known among aviators for the oddity of their 
names - Ketchum, Dekker and Raper. Later Ketchum and Raper joined the 40th Division Air Section 
when the Division was moved to front line duty in the Punch Bowl area near the 38th parallel on the 
East Coast. 

Lt Morrow served with the 4th Division Air Section in the Punch Bowl area. 

Lt Barker served with the 7th Division Air Section on the front line near the Kumwha area. 

THREE AVIATORS SERVED IN EUROPE 

Three of the original ten aviators in the Mississippi Aviation program served in the European 
theater during the Korean War. 

Lts Leonard Alford and Joel Varner served with the 631st Field Artillery Battalion when the unit 
was shipped to Germany to perform border patrol duties in mid-1951. When their two-year tour of duty 
was completed in late 1952, Lt Alford remained on active duty and Lt Varner was deactivated. 

Lt McMasters, the remaining 31st Division aviator from the original group, also was assigned to 
border patrol duty in Europe in 1952 after completing instrument training school at Atlanta. 

Leonard ;\ I ford Joe l Varner Bi ll y l'vlcivlastcrs 
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OTHER MISSISSIPPI A VIA TORS ON ACTIVE DUTY 

Other Mississippi aviators, who were not in the original State Aviation program, saw active duty 
during the Korean War years. Tlu·ee of them were involved in combat in Korea, along with the former 
Army Advisor to Army Aviation in Mississippi. 

Lt. Paul St. John, left, of Columbus, a former Air Corps pilot, went on 
active duty with the 932nd Field A1iillery Battalion. In the latter part of 1951 he 
was assigned to the Army Aviation Flight Training School at Ft. Sill. 

Upon completion of training there, he was shipped directly to Korea where 
he saw combat duty with the 9th Corps Aviation headquarters. 

When he completed his front line duty, he extended on active duty for 
three more years, including an additional tour flying administrative and VIP 
missions in Korea 

Lt George Schumpert, right, of Amory, a former Army Air Corps pilot 
in WW 2, also went on active duty in 1951, serving with the 198th Tank 
Battalion as part of the 31st Division's call to active duty. 

While at Ft Jackson, S. C., he was assigned to the Army Flight 
Training School at Ft Sill. Upon completion of the flight refresher course, he 
was immediately shipped to Korea where he served with the 24th Division 
during the latter part of 1951 and early 1952. Upon completion of his front 
line tour of duty with the 24th Division, he was assigned to the Pentagon's 5th 
Regimental Combat Team before being released from active duty in late 1952. 

Cpt J. T. Cox, left, of Pontotoc, a former World War II Army Liaison 
Pilot with combat experience, went on active duty with Battery C of the 932nd 
Field Artillery Battalion when the 31st Division was activated. He attended the 
Basic Artillery Course at Ft Sill, and upon his return to Ft Jackson, he was placed 
on flight status and assigned as Aviation Officer for the 8th Division. 

He completed the Army Fixed Wing Instrument Course at the Atlanta 
Airport then served the remainder of his tour of active duty at Ft Jackson as the 
Aviation Officer for the 8th Division before being released in late 1952. 

2 Lt Shepherd Hamner of Jackson was employed in the Selective Service Section of Hq & Hq 
Detachment of the National Guard for two years before going on active duty to attend the Army Aviation 
School at Ft Sill. Upon completing the flight training he went directly to Korea with the 25th Division 
Air Section in August 1949. 



Not only was he involved in combat in Korea during late 1950 and 1951 , but he was the key 
Cigure in an international crisis while serving a three-year tour in Europe. In 1955 he was detained by the 
Communist Forces for an alleged violation of their air space. The detainment created quite a furor 
between the U.S. and Communist officials over a two-week period before he was released . He returned 
to the U.S. with the 9th Division and served with that unit in Ft Carson, Colo., until his release from 
active duty in 1958. 

~-/!4s~: 
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Maj Larry Loos, left, the second Army Advisor for the Mississippi 
Aviation program during the formative years in Grenada, also served in Korea. 

When the Mississippi program was disbanded in January 1951 following 
the 31st Division's call to active duty, Maj Loos was sent to Korea where he saw 
combat duty in 1951 and early 1952. 

He was killed in action while on a combat mission in North Central Korea. 

MAJOR EVENTS AT ARMY LEVEL IN 1951-1952 

During the Korean War years there were several major changes as the Army Aviation program 
continued to expand and to take its place as a full member of the combat arms team. 

FIRST USE OF HELICOPTERS: The Korean War marked the first time rotary wing aircraft 
were used on a regular basis under combat conditions. The primary use of the OH 13 and OH 23 
helicopters in the Army inventory at the time was for the evacuation of wounded personnel from the 
front lines to hospitals (MASH units) in the combat zone. Approximately 25,000 wounded soldiers 
were evacuated during the three-year conflict. 

ANOTHER AIR FORCE-ARMY AGREEMENT: Early in 1951, as the Air Force continued 
its strong opposition to any expansion of Army Aviation missions that had any relationship to tactical 
and logistical combat missions, another "Memorandum of Agreement" was issued that intended to 
clarify limitations on Army Aviation missions. 

The agreement retained virtually all of the specified missions of the 194 7 National Security act, 
but it did authorize the Army to transport supplies, equipment and small units within the combat zone -
normally about 75 miles forward and behind the main line of resistance with enemy forces . It also 
eliminated the weight limit on Army aircraft and agreed Army Aviation missions would be defined 
solely by "function." 

ARMY TRAINED FIRST CARGO HELICOPTER COMP ANY: Training of the Army's first 
Cargo Helicopter Transportation Company was completed in December 1951 , which also marked the 
first graduation class of warrant officer aviators. The Company was later redesignated as the 6th 
Helicopter Transportation Company and participated in several Army-wide exercises during 1952. One 
o[ the exercises in which the Helicopter Company was involved was the joint Air Force-Army Operation 
Longhorn maneuvers in Texas during March and April 1952. Most of the 31st Division aviators also 
were a part of that exercise. The Helicopter Company was sent to Korea in december 1952 and became 
operational in March 1953, just a few months before fighting ended in .July. 



HELICOPTER INVENTORY INCREASED: The Army's inventory of cargo helicopters 
increased from zero in June 1950 to 85 in 1953, including 72 UH 19's and 13 UH 25's. The inventory 
when the fighting ended also _included 460 OH 13's and 262 OH 23's. 

ARMY AVIATION PROVED ITS WORTH 

Although pressed into combat duty in Korea within two years after it was fonned, Army 
Aviation proved its worth far beyond expectations. In quick order the Army established its own aviation 
program to provide trained aerial support to front line ground troops. Under combat conditions, the 
aviators served as the "eyes of the Artillery," the original mission of light aircraft, but went much further 
to provide wire laying missions, aerial photography, resupply missions, evacuations and served ably in 
performing command transportation for front line unit commanders. 

Three other valuable missions evolved. One was the evaluation of Air Force bombing, strafing 
and napalm missions on front line targets and providing surveillance reports to the Air Force forward 
controller in the Division G 2 section. Another was the aerial distribution of propaganda leaflets over 
front line enemy forces. It was also under Korean combat conditions that Anny Aviators pioneered the 
use of helicopters for medical evacuation. 

In addition to flying combat missions, Army Aviation performed yeoman services with courier, 
VIP transportation and other administrative-type flights that otherwise would have taken many hours to 
perform with ground transportation over the rugged Korean road system, 

Historians have already recorded that Army Aviation "came of age" during the Korean War. 
Most of the aviators in Mississippi's original Aviation program were a part of that "coming of age." 

. . 

Though the success of aviation in Korea had been established, there was still a question about the 
original concept of assigning aviation personnel and equipment under the direct command of unit 
commanders of ground units thatoften would be operating in areas remote from landing sites of the 
aircraft. From the early days in Korea, it became evident the aircraft, aviators and supporting 
maintenance and technical personnel would have to be based at a considerable distance from the front 
lines and and from their units for refueling, maintenance, supply and security reasons. 

Most Army Aviation sections performed as separate units during the Korean War, assuming the 
same command, logistics, security and operational responsibilities as if they were a company or higher 
headquarters. The ad hoc set-ups worked well as Army Aviation proved to be a major player along with 
all types of ground forces. 

MISSISSIPPI READY TO REORGANIZE 

There was no Army Aviation in Mississippi during 1951 and until July 1952. At that time the 
168th Engineer Battalion was assigned one L 19 Birddog aircraft. l st Lt. John O'Keefe, a full time 
employee of the Adjutant's General Staff and former "Flying Sergeant" Liaison Pilot in World War II , 
was assigned as the aviator for the Battalion. Sgt Alfred Mclendon was employed as a full time 
maintenance technician to service the Ll 9, which was based at Hawkins Field in Jackson . Upon return 
of most troops from active duty by January 1953 , reorganization was begun. 
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SOME .OF THE AVIATORS AND MECHANICS ·IN THE 31ST DIVISION AVIATION 
SECTION AT FT JACKSON IN 1951 

Fron/ Row, lefl lo right, -------------------. ----------------------, Pasloris, Bass, Bearden, ---------------, and Moore. 
Middle Row, lefl to right, Roby, Muny Maxwell, ------------------, Windham. Homer Taylor, ----------------, ---------------- and 
Jesse Strider. Third Row, left to right, Russ While of Alabama, Rober/ Barker, Harry Morrow, Hugh Ketchum, Col. Fex of 
Alabama, the Division Aviation Officer, Sauls, and Schwartz, the faller two also from Alabama. Standing at rear, Raymond 
Forehand and Emme/I Davis, both of Alabama. 

First. Lt. \\lilliam C. l\[ci\fostcr or Greenwood, Miss. , pilot for the Thirty-first divisio11's air sec­
tion, chc .:ks nn external power i;u11ply unit of an L-l!J "11\irddo;.: " prior to tulicoU ut t he division air 
s trip nt j!o rt ,l1.1ckson. Lieute nan t l\[cl\luster flew th e "llirddo;.:" fro111 its \\'ichitu home after name 
,·onll'st ,., n·11u111i,•s nt the C<.·ssnn Aircraft compn.11y ll11•n·. (;!'11. ~lark \\' . Cl:trk, chir:f of the llnitcd 
S l~l l<·.s ars11y field forces, wns C,:ss na 's ~-1wst of l1\111111· a11d Jud;.:,· o( tit,· 1111111c co111<"sl. (U nited Slates 
llrlll,Y JI 1010 . ) 



1-LT Hugh Ketchum briefs the 
mechanics on the day's activities 
during training at Fort Jackson, 

SC in 1951. 

I -LT Billy McMasters, with 
his Dixie Rebel cap, is ready 
for an L-16 flight from Ft. 

Jackson in 1951. 

An air view of a field artillery 
battalion area at Camp Gordon, 

Georgia during a training exercise. 

_Sgt Murray Maxwell of Starkville 
was a mechanic for the 932nd Field 
Artillery Balla/ion during the time 

· the 31st Division was on active duty 
in 1951-52. 

At left is Ellis· "Scotty" Self, of 
Starkville, who went on active duty with 
the 932nd Field Artillery Battalion 

_ and completed aircraft and engine 
mechanic school ·while on active duty. 



Above is a picture of a typical airstrip near the front lines in Korea. The landing 
area was a graded dirt strip along the road in central Korea, about ten miles 

.fi'om the front lines. The operations office and living quarters are at lower right. 

At left, an L 19 Birddogflies 
over the mountains of Korea in 

1952. 

The L 19 was the prima,y 
aircraft for artillery observation 
andfire adjustment during the 

Korean War. 



CHAPTER III 

POST KOREA 

REORG.ANIZATION 

1953 -1959 

The Mississippi Aviation program was reorganized in 
early 1953 at Hawkins Field in Jackson, with Cpt Fred 
Theisman, who had been the full time director of the 
Grenada facility, as the maintenance support director. · 

Six of the ten aviators in the origmal Mississippi aviation 
prngram rejoined during the reorganization. 

During this period of time, the program utilized L 19 
Birddogi,, L 20 Beavers, L 17 Navions and OH 13 Bell 
helicopters. The first helicopter in the Mississippi 
program arrivoo in i954. 

In 1955 Cpt. Theisman returned to active duty and Cpt 
John O'.Keefe took over as director of the Hawkins Field 
facility . 

By 1958, 40 aviators had joined the program and six 
were helicopter qualified. 
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CHAPTER Ill - POST KOREA R.EORGANIZA TION - 1953 - 1959 

The Mississippi Part of the 31st Division and other National Guard units were reorganized in 
early 1953 following their release from active duty during the Korean War. The Mississippi Army 
Aviation Support Facility was also reorganized to service the aircraft for the various units authorized 
organic aviation. 

CPT THEISMAN DmECTOR OF REORGANIZED SUPPORT FACILITY 

Fred Theisman Jesse Strider Alfred Mclendon 

Cpt Fred Theisman, who had been the director of the Support Facility in Grenada prior to 
activiation of the National Guard units for the Korean War, returned as the full time director of the 
reorganized facility in Jackson. Sgt Alfred McLendon, who had been the full time maintenance 
technician for the one L 19 aircraft since mid - 1952, and Sgt Jesse Strider, who had been one of the full 
time mechanics with the aviation program in Grenada and who had served with the 31st Division Air 
Section on active duty, were employed as the full time technicians. 

FACILITY LOCATED NORTH SIDE HA WK.INS FIELD 

Mississippi's Aviation Program, originally organized at the Grenada Airport in 1948, was 
reorganized in early 1953 at Hawkins Field in Jackson. The facility used a metal building located in the 
northwest corner of the field. 

The metal hangar is shown in 
the top right corner of the picture to 
the left . 

Aircraft parking space is 
shown to the right of the hangar. Taxi 
access from the parking area was 
avai lable to the north-south runway. 



SIX OF TEN PRE-KOREA AVIATORS REJOINED PROGRAM 

Pre-Korea Mississippi Army Aviators rejoining the program, along with Cpt. Theisman, were 
Lts Hugh Ketchum, Grenada; James Gentry, Meridian; Robert Raper, Duck Hill; William McMasters, 
Grenada; and Joel Varner, Senatobia. 1 Lt Jolm O'Keefe, who became a full time employee of the 
National Guard in 1952, also remained in the program. Lt Thomas Bell of Jackson continued in the 
National Guard with the Judge Advocate General Section. Lts. Robert Barker of Brandon and Hany 
Morrow of Vardaman remained inactive. Lt William Alford stayed on active duty. 

Paul St. Jolm of Columbus, who became an Army Aviator during the Korean conflict, remained 
on active duty. Cpt. J. T. Cox of Pontotoc, who also served as an Army Aviator during that period, 
remained inactive after his release from active duty, as did Cpt George 
Schumpert of Amory. Lt Shepard Hamner, the other Mississippian who served as an Army Aviator in 
Korea, remained on active duty until his retirement in 1958. 

Under the reorganization, there were only two non-full time aviation slots authorized the rank of 
Captain at this time. Cpt Hugh Ketchum was assigned as the Division Artillery Aviation Officer, 
headquartered in Greenville, and Cpt. Joel V amer was assigned as Aviation Officer for the 215th Field 
Artillery Group, headquartered in Columbus. By 1956 other 1st Lt aviators were authorized promotion 
to Captain if otherwise qualified. 

AVIATION PROGRAM GOT FIRST HELICOPTER IN 1954 

In 1954 Mississippi received its first helicopters - two OH 13 Bells. Cpt Theisman and 1 Lt John 
O'Keefe were the first two aviators in the state's army aviation program to become rotary wing qualified, 
both finishing training the same year just prior to the arrival of the helicopters in the state. 

Following the arrival of the two helicopters, the aviation program was utilizing four types of 
aircraft as shown below: 

--~~~,~--~'.- --
,, . 

The l 20, above left, later designated the U 6, was used for utility and 
command missions. It had a controllable pitch propeller and full instrnment 
panel. 

The l I 9, above center, later designated the O !, was the workhorse of 
the aviation program from 1953 until 1972. There was also a Tl 19, which had 
a controllable pitch propel/or and had an instrument panel in the rear seat. 

The l 17 Navion, above right, had a controllable pitch propel/or, a 
retractable landing gear, and instrument flight capabilities. 

At left is the OH 13 helicopter used from 1954 until being replaced in 
1962 with OH 2 3 Hillers. 



O'KEEFE NAMED DIRECTOR SUPPORT FACILITY IN 1955 

Beginning in 1955, Army Aviation in Mississippi experienced steady growth. More aircraft 
were received at the Jackson Support facility and more aviators joined the various units authorized 
organic av1at1on. In another major change, the Division Artillery headquarters was moved from 
Greenville to Columbus in January 1955 . 

John O 'Keefe 

During 1955 Cpt Theisman returned to active duty. He was replaced as 
the full time director of the Jackson Support Facility by 1st Lt John O'Keefe, 
who was a member of the Adjutant General's staff at the time. 

Under his direction the facility was supporting eight L l 9's, one L 20 
Beaver, one TL 19 instrument trainer and two OH 13 helicopters by the end of -
1958. 

Additional maintenance technicians were employed - Sgts Shelbon 
Cotton, Wiley Isbell, Duane Townley, R. V. Wells, Bert Welch, Phillip 
Cramer, Grady McDonald, William Thorn, Thomas Lucky, Ellis Self and 
Bobby Ball. Sgt Robert Dreding was employed as the clerk for the facility . 

CHANGE IN ARMY ADVISORS 

Another change of importance during 
this era was in the Army Advisor position. 

Maj Gene Chase, left, who had been 
the Advisor since reorganization in 1953, was 
replaced by Maj Bill Hoge, right, in 1956. 

Maj Hoge remained in the Advisor 
position until 1961. 

ANNUAL FIELD TRAINING BEGAN AT CAMP SHELBY 

During 1953 and 1954 the 31st Division Aviation sections participated in annual field traini11g at 
Ft McClellan, Ala., with their assigned units. Aviation personnel functioned as part of the Division Air 
Section, using Reilly Field on the main post as the base of operations. 

Non-d ivisional air sections performed their two weeks of training at Camp Shelby, using a street 
adjacent to the parade field as the landing strip for training mi ssions. and using Hattiesburg Muni cipal 
Airport l'c1 r VIP and inclement weather missions. 



In 1955 all aviation sections held field training at Camp 
Shelby, operating off a make-shift airfield set up in the motor 
pool/tank park area near the main post, shown at the right. 

The airfield utilized one east-west paved street and the 
sod area between it and another paved strip as landing areas. A 
ditch separated the paved strip and the parking area for the fixed 
wing aircraft. There was one small operations building and a 
supply tent. Maintenance and training classes were conducted 
in the open or under shade trees. 

Above is the airstrip used at Camp 
The aviation sections supported their units with recon Shelby during the late 50's 

missions, camaflouage detection, "flour sack" bombing during 
troop movements and with artillery fire adjustment exercises. When in the field, the aircraft operated off 
a sod field at Barron near the range control headquarters, a road strip near Red Hill and a sod strip near 
Peret Tower in the southeast part of the range. Road landings near unit headquarters were also used to 
pick up observors and to plan missions with staff personnel during field exercises. 

In 1956 the Division aviation sections went back to Ft. McClellan and operated as part of a 
Division Air Section off Reilly Field. Non-divisional units continued to use the make-shift airstrip at 
Camp Shelby for their two weeks of training. 

ALABAMA & MISSISSIPPI ARTILLERY AT SHELBY 

In 1957 and 1958 the Alabama and Mississippi 
31st Division Artillery Aviation Sections jointly trained 
at Camp Shelby, again using the make-shift airfield in 
the motor pool/tank park area. The Division Aviation 
Section trained at Ft. McClellan. 

At right, Cpt Hugh Ketchum, the Division 
Artillery Air Officer, center, is shown with Sgt Bert ·· ____ _ 
Welch, left, one of the Mississippi full time 
maintenance technicians, and Sgt Harold Galloway, a 
full time mechanic with Alabama. They are in front of 
the small frame building used as an operations office 
during the time the make-shift airstrip at Camp Shelby was being used during the mid and late 50's. 

Note the flight suit being worn by Cpt Ketchum. This was the first year that any type of flight 
equipment was issued to the aviators. This brought about a situation whereby the aviators had to change 
back to the uniform of the day when returning to the post area, but the aviator could still f1y in Class .A 
or fatigue uniforms if he so desired. Within the next few years, aviators were issued fli ght suits. gloves. 
jackets and helmets . 



BARREL ROLL WITH AN OH 13 HELICOPTER WAS A HIGHLIGHT 

One of the highlights of the state's aviation program 
during the late fifties was a barrell roll routine performed in an 
OH 13 by Cpt John O'Keefe, the Jackson Support Facility 
Director. The routine was performed at parades that concluded 
annual field training at Camp Shelby and at some county fairs and 
special events over the state. 

The routine, considered one of the most difficult exercises 
of helicopter flying skill, consisted of turning over a barrel, 
rolling it to various points, then resetting the barrel on end. 

ARMY AVIATION SCHOOL To FT RUCKER IN 1954 

One of Army Aviation's most important events occurred in 1954 when the Army Aviation 
School was moved from Ft Sill to Ft Rucker near Ozark, Ala. 

The new school was located on an established base that already had adequate post, housing and 
training failities , an airfield with three 5,000-foot runways, adequate hangar and maintenance facilities 
and plenty of parking area for both fixed and rotary wing aircraft. 

The new Aviation School absorbed the warrant officer aviator training program, which had 
begun at Ft Sill in 1951. Ft Rucker graduated its first warrant officer aviator class on April 30, 1955 . 

OTHER STATE ACTIVITIES DURING 1953-1958 

DISASTER DUTY: Army aviators and supporting personnel were used for recon and 
evacuation assistance after a tornado in Vicksburg in 1954, and during the Tombigbee River flood in the 
Columbus area in 1955. It was during the flood duty that an OH 13 helicopter was "dunked" in the water 
during an emergency landing and an L 19 settled in the bleachers of the Mississippi State University 
baseball field during an aborted landing in that area. 

In 1956 several aviators and supporting personnel assisted in recon and evacuation missions 
during the Leaf River flood in the Hattiesburg area. In one instance Cpt O'Keefe rescued a man, his son 
and their dog from the Leaf River swamp area. 

TRIP TO THE SMITHSONIAN: In 1955 two L 19's, piloted by Cpt John O'Keefe and Lt 
James Gentry of Meridian, accompanied the "Ole Miss" aircraft to Washington, where the "Ole Miss" 
was placed on permanent display in the Smithsonian Institute. The single engine aircraft, piloted by Al 
and Fred Key of Meridian, had set a world's flight endurance record of more than 27 days aloft in 1935 
to earn its place in the Smithsonian. 

The mission, which attracted much attention, both in Missi ssippi and in Washington, went off 
without incident, except for a precuationary landing in Atlanta bccasc of a fuel leak by "Ole Miss. '' 



NUMBER OF A VIA TORS CONTINUED To GROW 

By J 958 the following aviators, only six who were helicopter qualified, had been involved in or 
were still in the state's Army Aviation program since it was reorganized in 1953, and served with the 
units indicated: 

Hq & Hq Detach., Miss NG 
Cpt John O'Keefe, Jackson* 

Hq 31st Division Artillery 
Cpt Fred Theisman, Grenada* 
Cpt Hugh Ketchum, Grenada 
Cpt Paul St John, Columbus 
l Lt William Irwin, Tupelo 
2 Lt Loring Tharpe, Jackson 
l Lt Marshall Duncan, Jackson 
2 Lt Earl Koop, Jackson 
2 Lt William Thorn, Jackson* 

Hq 108th Armor Cavalry Regiment 
Cpt William Lewman, Summitt 
Cpt Harold Godbold, McComb 
Cpt Leonard Tingle, Meridian 
1 Lt Winfred Moody, Meridian 
1 Lt Richard Hill, Philadelphia 
l Lt Charles Nelson, Jackson 
l Lt Johnny Matthews, Meridian 

Hq 215th Field Artillery Group 
Cpt Joel Varner, Edwards* 
Cpt James Gentry, Meridian 
1 Lt Jesse Rogers, Tupelo 
2 Lt Robert Ayers, Columbus 
2 Lt Martin Hollis, Amory 

Hq 750th Tank Battalion 
l Lt James Coleman, Senatobia 
2 Lt Lee Hamberlin, Hernando 

* Helicopter qualified 

Hq 932nd Field Artillery Battalion 
1 Lt John Brady, Columbus 
1 Lt Arthur Shaefer, Jackson* 
2 Lt Ralph Bourne, Starkville 

Hq 155th Infantry Regiment 
Cpt Ernest Mallory, Natchez 
1 Lt William Palk, Natchez* 

Hq 631 st Field Artillery Battalion 
Cpt Hugh Garraway, Hattiesburg 
1 Lt Richard Peel, Hattiesburg 

Hq 234th Field Artillery Battalion 
Cpt William McMasters, Grenada 
1 Lt Robert Raper, Memphis 

Hq 114th Field Artillery Battalion 
1 Lt Gordon Casey, Greenwood 
1 Lt Julius Windham, Hattiesburg 
1 Lt Harry Phillips, Benton 

Hq 114th Engineer Battalion 
'I Lt Edward Neal, Jackson 
1 Lt Arthur Buckley, Rolling Fork 

Hq 106th Engineer Battalion 
1 Lt Clarke Ammons, Monticello 
2 Lt James R. Johnson, Jackson 

Hq 168th Engineer Battalion 
Cpt Raymond Ray, Vicksburg 



MAJOR CHANGES AT THE ARMY LEVEL 1953-58 

While army aviation was in the reorganization process in Mississippi , it also was undergoing 
many growing pains at the Army level, particularly in efforts to assume more control over its training 
and procurement from the Air Force. 

FIXED WING INSTRUMENT TRAINING: The Army fully implemented fixed wing 
instrument training at Ft Sill in 1953, taking over such training from contract civilian schools which had 
been on-going since 1951. TL 19 and L 20 aircraft were mostly used for the training. 

ARMY GIVEN MORE CONTROL OVER HELICOPTER TRAINING: By the end of 
1954 Ft Sill became the advanced training center for all single rotor helicopters and the Ft Riley, 
Kansas, airfield became the training center for all tandem rotor helicopters. However, primary training 
for rotary wing aircraft was still the responsibility of the Air Force. 

ARMING HELICOPTERS FOR COMBAT: In 1955 the Army began serious testing of the 
concept of arming helicopters for combat assault, an experiment which had begun at Ft Sill in 1950. By 
September the Sky Cap Platoon had been formed to conduct the tests, which led to formation of an 
Aerial Combat Recon Platoon. Five years later armed helicopters became a reality. 

STILL ANOTHER ARMY-AIR FORCE AGREEMENT: The Army and Air Force came up 
with still another "Memorandum of Agreement" related to the clarification of Army Aviation missions 
in March of 1956. The agreement gave the Army considerable more control over its aviation program 
and its missions. The most important changes gave the Army full responsibility for all phases of aviator 
training and transferred depot maintenance for Army aircraft from the Air Force to the Army 
Transportation Corps. 

Other clarifications in the agreement included: The Army would perform all air missions within 
a combat zone 100 miles forward and behind the main line of resistance with enemy forces; the Air 
Force would be responsible for all air missions into and out of a combat zone; empty weight limits 
would be established on Army aircraft of 7,000 pounds for fixed wing and 20,000 pounds for rotary 
wing; and, the Army agreed to use existing types of aircraft where suitable, rather than developing and 
procuring new types. 

ARMY RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL A VIATOR TRAINING: In assuming the responsibility 
for all aviator training, the Army took over Camp Wolters in Mineral Wells, Texas, and made it the 
primary rotary wing training facility for warrant officers. Gary Airfield in San Marcos, Texas, became 
the training site for fixed wing aviators and enlisted maintenance personnel and the primary rotary wing 
training course for officers. All advanced training courses were established at Ft Rucker. 



The full time personnel at the .Jackson Suport Facility in the mid-50 's included: Front row, left to 
right, Sgts Alfred Mclendon, Ellis Self Wiley Isbell, Thomas Lucky and Phillip Cramer, and back row left 
to right, Sgts Robert Dreding, She/h on Corton. Duane Townley, Bert Welch and R. V Wells, ancl Cpl John 
0 "Keefe, the facility director. 

At left is Cpt .Joh11 0 'Keefe of 
Jackson, Cpl James Gentry of Mericlian, Cpt 
Hugh Garraway of Hatt iesburg a11d /s t Lt 
Richard Peel of Hattiesburg cluring annual 

fie/cl training at Camp Shel/,_,· i11 the 111id-50 's 



li 953 ~ li 958 

Shown above is a group preparing to monitor the river races near Vicksburg in the late 
50's. They include, left to right standing, Lt Arthur Shaefer, Cpt Travis Parker, Sgt 
R obert l/: Wells, Sgt Bert Welch, Sgt Bob Dreding and Cpt .Raymond Ray. 5'eated, left to 
right, are J'¥/aj Bill Hoge, Cpt Hugh Garra way and Cpt James Gentry. 

Below left is a picture of the L 19 that landed in the bleachers of the 1'¥1iss. S tate baseball 
field during a a go,-around effort after a landing attempt. Below right is a picture of three 
L I 9's parked at the Inetal hangar at Hawkins Field in the late 50's. 



Camp Shelby Annual Field Training -1957 

Front row, left to right, Cpl Hugh Ketchum, Maj William Hoge, Cpt Paul St John, 1 Lt John Brady, 1 Lt 
Robert Ayers and 2Lt Earl Koop. Back row, left to right, Cpt John O 'Keefe, 1 Lt Jesse Bruton (Ala), 1 Lt 
Ruji1s Moorer (Ala), I Lt Emil Day (Ala), I Lt Tommy Shelton (Ala), 1 Lt Domingo Casey and I Lt Arthur 
Shaefer. 

Mechanics at Joint Alabama­
Mississippi Field .Training 

1957 

Front row, left to right, Sgt Edgar Galloway 
(Ala), ----, Sgt Haywood Watkins 
(Ala), Sgt Ellis Self (Ms),and Sgt Phillip 
Cramer (Ms) 

Back row, left to right, Sgt She/ban Cotton, 
(Ms},----, Sgt Bert Welch (Ms}, Sgt 
Ervin (Ala), Sgt Oswalt (Ms} , and Sgt 
Gorman (EM Army Adviso,). 



1953 r:J 1958 

Shown above is a group preparing to monitor the river races ne~r "f,,"icksburg in the late 
50's. They include, left to right standing, Lt Arthur Shaefer, l.pt Travis Parker, Sgt 
Robert T,: Wells, Sgt Bert Welch, Sgt .Bob Dreding and Cpt RaJ'mond RaJ'· 5eated, left to 
right, are 1lfaj Bill Hoge, Cpt Hugh Garraway and Cpt James G entry. 

Below left is a picture of the L 19 that landed in the bleachers of the 1"¥Jiss. State baseball 
field during a a go,-around effort after a landing attempt. Below right is a picture of three 
L 19's parked at the metal hangar at Hawkins Field in the late 50's. 



li 953 ~ li 958 

..:,:"...-.; ;·-~:~t---~ ~~ 
-~·:.. if 

tff:;1~~: _ _.;;;t,_._:"-__ ,::-::_.;, -,"-.""~-1,>~--7"°'":.- -· · . : <S),/~--~~::;::~''.-.\ :-: -~._:.. __ :,..: ;: -_•· . ,-,;_ t-, .. -::; · .. , . 

Camp Shelby Annual Field Training-1957 

Front row, left to right, Cpt Hugh Ketchum, Maj William Hoge, Cpt Paul St John, I Lt John Brady, I Lt 
Robert Ayers and 2lt Earl Koop. Back row, left to right, Cpt John O 'Keefe, I Lt Jesse Bruton (Ala) , I Lt 
Rufus Moorer (Ala), I Lt Emil Day (Ala), I Lt Tommy Shelton (Ala) , I Lt Domingo Casey and I Lt Arthur 
Shaefer. 

Mechanics at Joint Alabama­
Mississippi Field Training 

1957 

Front row, left to right, Sgt Edgar Galloway 
(Ala), ----, Sgt Haywood Watkins 
(Ala), Sgt Ellis Self (Ms),and Sgt Phillip 
Cramer (Ms) 

Back row, left to right, Sgt She/ban Cotton, 
(Ms), , Sgt Bert Welch (Ms) , Sgt 
Ervin (Ala). Sgt Oswalt (Ms), and Sgt 
Gorman (£,\,[ Army Adviso1). 
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· ASSIGNED TO JACKSON ----·-- ·-.- _-- -.•--- ·. ·-- -- . 

Sgt. Alf_red ri. M~endo~ Jr~ left, and Lt. John T. O'Kee!e, right; make 
a_ pre-f_llght _l.nspection on the new L-19 aircraf~ just received by the_ Mis-­
s:ss1pp1 National GtJ.a.rd Aviation S ection in Jack$on. The plane· ...-w be 
::i:;.,ed at the Jackson Air Base a.Jo::i,; v:ith so:-uE '.!C other planes v.ben 
th~y be_come av~able. Wltb the a.--Yirel of ~::ie :ievc aircraft openings 
no·,, exist for pilots, mecbarucs helpers and light , :-uck drivers. Inte!"­
ested individ~ __ ii.re requested to contact LL O'Keefe at 5-11361, Ext. ~ : 
(National Guard Photo)". · · · 

. FROM~ FOUR-ENGINES TO ONE 

. Lt.· John T . . a°'Kee.Iit· (left),' ·coro..IIUl.Ilding oITTcer of the Army Aviation 
' Section o! the Mississippi National Guard, nssists Lt. E::;wa.rd . Neal -in 
le,c.~r:.iue .. 0 fly tho &ini;le engine L-19 Cessna us~:i by 1umy Engineer&. 
LieUler;a:1~ Neal ·1.s a.· !armer ~ 17- piloL 

Jackson Fliers 
1Stightly Hurt 

Starkville Scene 
0 f P I an e Crash 1 'i ~~~ 
ST ATE C O LL E G :::: . 1'Iiss. 

-Natior.al Gt.:ard L-19 iiaison air­
craft , was darr.ageci during a 
landing on the baseball field at 
State College about 6 p. m . Thurs­
day . 

The pilot and passenger, rec:eiv• 
ed minor injuries. 

The pilot was Lt. Ralph Bourne, 
of Jackson. His passe:iger was 
Sgt. Ellis D. Self, of Jackson. 

The plane was enfaged in 
, search and re~cue m issi on in the 
: Columbus lloocied 2:£2~ . I Lt. Bourne and Sgt. Self were 
j release? f:~m. State ~o)!e_ge Hos • 
1 pnal aner oe1ng i::-ca~e~ 1or ;run-
or cuts and bruises. 

Lt. Bourne had earlier led 
ground parties to several stranded 
residents trapped by the angry 
flood waters of the Tombigbee . 

! NG Pilot Goes 
I 

iFrom B-17 to L-19 
! In Three lessons 
I /y.s.-s-

Chan&ing !rom a B-17 four engine 
bomber to an L-19 single en~ine 

1
1
eessna In three easy lessons is quite 
.a problem but 1st Lt. Edws.rd F. 

I Neal, 904 Euclid Avenue, Jackson 
ls happy uitb hi5 r:ew nss:p::ien: 

; E..S a pilot of one of 1.!le ~,~iss!ss:;,pi 
.

1 

National Guard grass.hoppe:s. 
An architect In chilian life, Lt . 

. Neal is a former B-li piiot who 
. 1\ has joined the aviation section oC 

'!;he;Missiu!ppl. National Guard. k;­
: 11lgned · to '· 114th'· Eng'.neer Combat 
· Ba.tt&lion, ' he will fly the "Bird 
Dog" L-19, known as tbe eyes and 
'ea.rs of the engineen'. . 
i Durlriit·- _World Wa.r · I, Lt. Neal 
new 22 .mlssioru; 1n lilil Italy based 
Flying~ P'ortres:1:i-. maklng several 
·raida on Berlin. · · 
j _"In a B-17)ou. pull' the stick a.nd_ 
11'11.1t for the · allJ)lanc to make up 
its mind: to turn; but in the 1,-19· 
rou rio sootier ' piill the stick and· rou hAve turned", 6aya Lt. neal. 
1 It - wu ,_ tho:. tall.-,. gunner of Lt .. 
lleal'1{ plane ; who· shot down the 
b-st Gernian·: jet;···an experiment.af 
nodel being used by the Germans· 
,ear the close of·tbe war. For his 
,!forts in th e Mediterranean The/' 
re . Lt. Neal ea.med the Air M6 
vitb four Oak Leaf Clustcn . _;,_ 
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DAILY NEWS 
JACKSON. MISS- WEDNESDAY. MARCH ll . UH 

Flooded Family Rescued 
By Daring Guard Pilots 

-;-;:-;:. By· W'. c:;·smjE~ 
ABERDEE'.'-i ···'MisS:.,,.:-:'<S~ial)..:.;:;• 

-Two National\ GU:ii!:t'?l.~~~ 
iance pil_ots today,:..v,,_~~ 
.with saving a farriily .~neai;1~~. 

deen yes:er::ay just bef9~e .,~}h~,~ 
wer~ swe:it ;r.to overflow -floodwa-.. 
ters of th~ raging To·mp~:~ 
· They were rescued after -f:CaP.f.~ 

John O'Keeie spotted ri:iembers.:i:if. . 
the isolated family st.anding"~$• 
front of the:r water - .surroun.de,d 
:farmhouse t:iree miles '.·iio~~o{ 
Aberdeen waving clothing ''.affni( 
new state oiicials over . tbe;·area· 
on an insne~'.ion tour. · ... :,, 

o ·r'\~e!e.· .~y:ng a light recon­
naissance t:,: pe airplane, was trans­
porung· the group, ·_includi.ng'·:As:t-
ing Governor C~~'u G~ _-;:;;;J 
'Adjutant Genera _•Wr-::P.--.:::W::uson. _ 
·over the · stri.ckerr·-_·ar~<l. 
'p"'.'°' m: when tie'"iiotlc~efanil]y.-­
;.:.;Seven persons: -~ -- · mqi:ont,;.ot , 
Uie red painted· f .... ,,~~Ing 
~rtktes· of ctoffllhl(-"ar eq,iaifttl(' 

over · utt: area liDlt- -n1UJ.~-:,--r-
Paul St. John who · was:='{o:.~~ 
away in another airplane;=·.'.:::.::.: · 

Toge'.he, the two searched · the 
· area for a boat capable o(.carry-_ 
w·g the members of the 'family ' to 
_safety . 

Four m.:les upstream a boat was 

1tied ;;ear another flooded house. 
\ Pilots di•.-ed dangerously near 

1 
the grou:1d several _times before at­

: tr act;c: g :::~ at,en~oo of two men 
~ in the ;":c L.: 3e. 

'1 Finaii:.-. wi1en all efforts had al­
most been exbausted, the two ,men 

,clirnbrc i.~to ·tbefr ·.: ooa6'a:°id :-ro1-
low;r.: :>~ ~au:e dow.i rive, which 

·th~ a:~ :~J:: pointed. 
l · An h0cr i2,er. Ule , dest.itute.Jao-.. 
! iiy w a,; s.;iely -on higher . ground: 

T~P:: .:~,j 2ba:ic!cned the house 
jus, 2,; ·., ;;, e; iic'.; ert at tl:.e door­

;s:eps . >~:: !~:: be:Hnd ail person­
!al b<!!c ~;::::_:s . 

State Army Pilots_ of 
I ~ 

Jackson Aviator 
Receives Praise 

For Daring Feat: 
Spccl.a.l to The Commcrclal Appul j 

JACKSON, Miss. , Feb. 17.-: AJ 
Mississippi National Guard pilot• 
who •helped save the life of a fel-! 
low aviator during a recent ni!l;!}t . 
training !light from Fort Sili; I 

Okla. , has. 
received a 1 

le t t er of , 
commenda-1 
tion • f r o rn: 
the com-, 
mandant of 
the Army 
A vi at ion 
Tactics 
School 
there. 

Lt. · John 
.T. O'Keef 
of Jacks· 
and oth 
fliers wc1 

, Lt. O'Keefe m o v i n : 

I 
cross - coun 

try into T_exas when the engine ol 
the plane flying near the Missis-
sippian quit. In answer to the dis­
tress signal , Lieutenant O'Keefe 

, flew to t_he disabled plane's sidf{ 
at an altitude of about 8,000 feet · 

They circled the black Textj 
terrain toi:-ether until the pilot · f) 
the powerless plane decidep 
must ride his plane down. Th 
Lieutenant O'Keefe flew over 
area at a low altitude, using Ii 
landing lights to search for a su\ 
able landing place. He found 1 

small road, flew back alongsidt. 
the wing of the disabled plane and I 
guided the pilot to a safe landing. , 

Lieutenant O'Kee[e was com­
mended for his "quick thinkin~ 
and heroic action without regard 
for his own personal safety in fly­
ing dangerously low over high 
wires at night." 

However, that experience failed 
to surpass the more harrowing 
thrills the Mississippi pilot had on 
358 hours of combat missions in 
the China-Burma-India Theater 
during Worl~ War II. Then a tech­
nical sergeant, he flew L-5 obser­
vation planes. 

His experiences included a trip 
over the "Hump" at 13,000 feet 
in the tiny plane . He also dropped 
arms and ammunition to guerrillas 
fighting the Japanese in the 

pungles and mountains and flew 
, secret agents in and out of enemy • 
territory . 

At the end or the war he flew 
Japanese oUiccrs to Allicci head­
quarters to surrender the J apanesc 
forc.cs in China. 
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HelicoJJte,;:Jakes A Dip 

Two Jacksonians got wet but swam and waded to safetv when 
their helicopter went kerplunk in flood y,-a,er near r -\um bus 
Thursday_ The uair had a wet journey to the fann · in the 

oack~round_ 

1wme 

Camp :Shelby As = $Eferi{ficfrti l_: a : tf§licopter -J;i;h:: 
. ;'"-. . ·,, . . M't1) .i;di? P)-$i,\ ·. ·;~~1;1f<' - _J-;,\f:'c 

Thousands of Mississippi N;tlio11;il G11ard men 
w<:n: ho11scd in this lent ;11 ,·a ;,L ! '.;11 11p Shelby 
for two weeks sum111et· field 1,·ai11i11 ~. This pho -. 

lo1.:1·aph was la ken at a low ;dliludc from n heli- <' '0rn plcr llow11 hy Capt. .l0l111 O'l\cdc. __ -~:1_ew .'. •. 

type aluminum army barrack is being leslrd al 
Si1clb y for l he first liin c. as a rcpl~cemc11l:',, for 
the old canvass lent, fa,niliar lo Gls. from here 
lo eternity. lPholo by I'ltil Slrotq/eJ. 

··:·_i 



CHAPTER IV 

THE SEPARATE AVIATION 

COMPANY ERA 

1959 - 1968 

1l1e Army Aviation program began the concept of operating as a 
separate company instead of assigning two aviators, two aircraft 
and one mechanic to each unit 

Mississippi reorganized into parts of two companies within the 
31st Division in Jackson, the 108th Aviation Company in 
Tupelo, and the 123rd Aviation Company and the 1066th 
Transportation Aircraft Maintenance Company in Meridian 

Full time maintenance support facilities were organized at Tupelo 
and Meridian, in addition to the one at Jackson . 

The 123rd Aviation Company in Meridian was called to active 
duty during 1961-62 as part of the Berlin crisis _ All National 
Guard units in the state were federalized for several days during 
an integration uprising at Ole Miss . 

In 1963 the Mississippi part of the 3 l st Aviation Company 
became a full sized company. 

The Mississippi aviation program experienced its first fatal crash 
in the Summer of 1966. 

Seven pre-Vietnam aviators in the Mississippi program saw 
combat duty in Vietnam Two were killed in action . 
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CHAPTER IV -THE SEPARATE COMPANY ERA- 1959 - 1968 

This eight-year era represented the "coming of age" of Army Aviation in 
Mississippi as the separate aviation company concept was authorized. The new company 
structure replaced the previous concept of assigning two aviators, two aircraft and one 
mechanic to each battalion or higher headquarters units. 

It began in May 1959 with the reorganization of the 31st Infantry Division, jointly 
composed of troops from Alabama and Mississippi. The reorganization resulted in the 
authorization of two separate aviation companies in the Division. Although Mississippi 
did not get a full separate Division aviation company, it did get part of two companies, as 
did Alabama. They were the 31st Aviation Company, (Ms Part) and Company E (Ms 
Part) of the 731 st Transportation Aircraft Maintenance (TAM) Battalion. Both units were 
located in Jackson. 

Under the 1959 reorganization of non-divisional units, three separate aviation 
companies were also authorized. They were the the 108th Aviation Company in Tupelo, 
to support the 108th Armored Cavalry Regiment, the 123rd Air Ambulance Medical 
Aviation Company in Meridian to support the 213th Medical Battalion, and the 1066th 
Transportation Aircraft Maintenance Company in Meridian. 

Other non-divisional units were authorized aviation sections. They were the 
198th Armored Regiment in Tupelo, Hq 631st Field Artillery Group in Jackson, The 2nd, 
4th and 5th Battalions of the 114th Field Artillery located in Starkville, Newton and 
Hattiesburg, the 168th Engineer Group in Vicksburg and the 106th Engineer Battalion in 
Monticello. Aviators assigned to those units were still under the direct command and 
control of the individual units, as in the past. The reorganization eliminated aviation 
from the 114th and 139th Engineer Battalions in Jackson and the 750th Tank Battalion in 
Greenville. 

Aircraft maintenance support for the five aviat10n companies and the non­
divisional aviation sections was still performed by the Jackson Support Facility. 

31ST RECON PERSONNEL To AVIATION COMPANIES 

Personnel to round out the state's part of the two Division aviation companies 
came from the 31st Reconnaissance Company, which was disbanded during the 
reorganization. (Thus the 31st Recon Company became the nucleus that later evo lved 
into a separate aviation battalion, then a separate aviation group). 

The two units were headquartered in an old warehouse building just south of the 



metal hangar in the northwest corner of Hawkins Field in Jackson. Other areas of the 
building were converted into supply and class rooms. The maintenance facility' s hangar 
was used for fl ight-related training. 

For the first time aviation units became responsible not only for aerial support, 
but for their own training, administration and security as separate companies. Non­
divisional aviation sections were still under the command and control of their units. 
However, all aviator officers still had to fulfill educational requirements of their branch in 
addition to minimum flight requirements, the same as regular Army aviators. 

Only two non-full time aviator slots with the rank of major were authorized under 
the 1959 reorganization, both on the Division staff. Maj Hugh Ketchum, who had been 
serving as the Division Artillery S4 in an excess aviator capacity, was named the Aviation 
Officer for the Mississippi Part of the Division. Cpt Joel Varner, who had been serving 
as the Aviation Officer for the 215th Field Artillery Group, was promoted to major and 
named the Division Aviation Operations Officer. The two officers were responsible for 
the organization and training of the Mississippi parts of the Division aviation companies. 

LT NELSON COMMANDER OF 31ST AVIATION COMPANY 

. ~---~~;~E;~~-. 
1 Lt Charles Nelson of Jackson, formerly with the 108th 

Armored Cavalry Regiment in Senatobia, assumed command of 
the Miss. Part of the 31st Aviation Company, which was 
authorized 3 7 officers, one warrant officer and 63 enlisted 
personnel. 

Sgt James Beck of Jackson was employed as the 
Administrative Service Technician for the unit. 

Charles Nelson 

Other aviators and officers assigned to the company along 
with Lt Nelson to form the original Miss. Part of the 31st Division 
Aviation Company included: 

Cpt Ernest Mallory, Natchez 
I Lt Richard Hill, Philadelphia 
I Lt Robert Raper, Memphis, Tn. 
2 Lt William Irwin, Tupelo 

Cpt Billy McMasters, Grenada 
I Lt William Palk, Natchez 
l Lt Bobby Welch, Jackson 
2 Lt Earl Koop , Jackson 

2 Lt David Evers, Jackson 
2 Lt Lee Hamberlin, Hernando 
2 Lt Jimmy Howell, Jackson 
2 Lt Joe Strong, Jackson 

Following the organization of the unit and prior to a 1963 reorganization, the 
following officers/aviators joined the company: 

Cpt Edward Gross, Jackson 
I Lt Boots Blanks, Jackson 
I Lt George Clarke, Jackson 
I Lt Henry Harvey, Tylertown 
I Lt Thomas Truitt , Florence 
2 U Herbert Marshall , Lo uisv ille 

Cpt Albert Johnson, Pascagoula 
I Lt A11hur Buckley, Roll. Fork 
1 Lt Willian Fanning, Jackson 
I Lt Glynn Kirkland, Jackson 
I Lt Julius Windham, H'burg 

2 Lt Don Michel, Jackson 

Cpt Elmon Thomas, Hollandale 
I Lt James Burns, Jackson 
I Lt Charles Gore, Vicksburg 
I Lt Loring Tharpe, Jackson 
2 Lt Bobby Costilow, Grenada 
2 Lt Albe11 Turnage, Montice ll o 



.. 

THREE MORE COMMANDERS OF 31ST AVIATION COMPANY 

Prior to the Mississippi Part of the 31st Aviation Company becoming a full-sized 
company in 1963, the unit had three more commanding officers. 

Glynn Kirkland Bobby Welch James Bums 

1 Lt Glynn Kirkland, above left, a non-rated aviator, was named commander of 
the unit in 1960. The following year Cpt Bobby Welch, center above, replaced Lt 
Kirkland as the commander when Lt Kirkland transferred to the 113th MP Company as 
that unit's commander. Cpt James Bums, above right, replaced Cpt Welch as 
commander of the unit just before the 1963 reorganization. 

Loring Tharpe 

LT THARPE COMMANDER Co E TAM 

1 Lt Loring Tharpe of Jackson, who had been with Hq 
31st Division Artillery, was named commander of the 
Mississippi Part of Co E of the 731 st Transportation Aviation 
Maintenance Battalion, which was authorized eight officers and 
34 enlisted personnel. Other officers or warrant officers 
assigned to Co E TAM included: Lts Richard Finch, Jesse 
Martin, William Merritt and David Traxler, and W/O Alfred 
Mclendon and Billy Lowell, all of Jackson. 

Sgt Martin Bass was employed as the full time 
Administrative Technician of the unit, followed by Sgt William 
Clark in 1962 and Sgt James Ingram in 1964. 

Cpt Bobby Welch assumed command of the unit in 1965 and remained 
in that capacity until the unit was disbanded in February, 1968. 



Paul St John 

108TH AVIATION COMPANY IN TUPELO 

The 108th Armored Cavalry Regiment was authorized a 
separate aviation company in the 1959 reorganization, located at 
the Fairgrounds Armory complex in Tupelo. Cpt Paul St John of 
Columbus, who had been serving as Aviation Officer for the 31st 
Division Artillery, was named commander of the new company. 

Aviators/officers assigned to the company along with Cpt 
St John, per Special Orders #116, and those who joined later in 
1959, included: 

Cpt Jack Davis, Jackson Cpt Bruce McElroy, Baldwyn Cpt James Livingston, Tupelo 
Cpt Elmon Thomas, Hollandale 
I Lt James Coleman, Senatobia 
I Lt Edward O'Neil,. Tupelo 

Cpt Travis Parker, Drew Cpt George Schumpert, Amory 
I Lt John Brady, Columbus I Lt James Bums, Baldwyn 
I Lt James Ingram, Tupelo I Lt Rufus Martin, Tupelo 
I Lt Jesse Rogers, Tupelo I Lt Lester Tubb, Tupelo 2 Lt Robert Ayers, Columbus 
2 Lt Marcus McClamrock, Grenada 

John Rasberry 

Soon after the company was 
organized, Maj John Rasberry of 
Tupelo, a non-aviator officer from the 
108th Armored Combat Regiment, was 

. assigned to the unit as the company 
commander. 

In October of 1960 Cpt Bruce 
1 

McElroy of Baldwyn was named 
company commander and held that 
pos1t10n until the company was 
disbanded in early 1968. Bruce McElroy 

Sgt Cecil Hankins was employed as the AST for the company until his death in 
the mid-60's. Sgt Donald Fox filled the position until the company was disbanded in 
1968. Those officers/aviators who joined the 108th Aviation Company between l 960 and 
1968 included : 

Cpt Jesse Akers, Greenville Cpt Dwight Spearman, Ala. 
Cpt Victor K. Welch, Oxford 
I Lt William Howard, Tupelo 
I Lt James Lawson, Tupelo 

2 Lt Bobby Hutson, Jackson 
2 Lt Hilton Richey, Tupelo Cpt Fred Franks, Saltillo 

Cpt James Gentry, Meridian 
Cpt Lee Hamberlin, Hernando 
Cpt William Hendrix, Memphis 
Cpt Martin Hollis, Tupelo 
Cpt William Irwin, Tupelo 
Cpl John Patrick, Tupelo 
Cpl Howard Ri chardso n, Tupelo 

I Lt Lawrence Little, Macon 
I Lt Charles McNair, Tupelo 
2 Lt John Asters, Tupelo 
2 Lt John Barrell, Tupelo 
2 Lt James Collum, Tupelo 

2 Lt Billy Stewart, Tupelo 
2 Lt George Walker, Coldwater 
CW2 Olen Kelley, Columbus 
CW2 Sergeant Mullen, Tupelo 
CW2 Edwin Stafford, Tupe lo 
WO Ray Carroll, Grenada 
WO Sterling Mays, Grenada 



123RD AVIATION COMPANY IN MERIDIAN 

One of the other separate aviation companies authorized under the 1959 
reorganization was the 123rd Air Ambulance Medical Aviation Company, located at 
Key Field in Meridian, to support the 213 th Medical Battalion. Personnel to staff the new 
company came from the former Battery A, 115th Anti-Aircraft Artillery, which had been 
disbanded. 

James Gentry 

Cpt James Gentry of Meridian, a WWII Army laision pilot 
and one one of the original ten aviators in the Miss. Army 
Aviation program, was named commander of the new company. 
He had been serving with the 215th Field Artillery Group. 

W/O Robert Richardson was employed as the full time 
Administrative Service Technician of the company, which was 
authorized 28 officers and 127 enlisted personnel. 

Other aviators/officers assigned to the original 123rd 
Company included: 

Cpt Harold Godbold, McComb I Lt William Lewman, Summitt 
I Lt Winfred Moody, Meridian I Lt Julius Windham, Hattiesburg 

2 Lt Arthur Shaefer, Jackson 

Other aviators/officers who joined the 123rd Aviation Company prior to its call to 
active duty in 1961 included: 

Cpt John Persons, Meridian 
l Lt Julian Bomar, Meridian 
I Lt George Messer, Meridian 
I Lt Ken Townsend, Meridian 
2 Lt William Bush, Meridian 
2 Lt Wiley McCoy, Meridian 
2 Lt John Permenter, Meridian 

Cpt Leonard Tingle, Meridian 
I Lt Huey P. Lang, Meridian 
I Lt Winfred Moody, Meridian 
I Lt John Williams, Meridian 
2 Lt Billy Conlee, Meridian 
2 Lt Raymond Newell, Meridian 
2 Lt Ernest Ross, Meridian 

l Lt William Bell, Meridian 
I Lt Edward Lowry, Meridian 
I Lt Harry Phillips, Jackson 
2 Lt Thomas Adams, Meridian 
2 Lt Glaston Ford, Meridian 
2 Lt Jack O'Leary, Meridian 
2 Lt Arnold Simmons, Meridian 

The new company was authorized one L 19 and 4 OH 13's, representing five of 
the state's 26 aircraft. 

fn 196 l Cpt Gentry was transferred to the 108th Aviation Company and Cpt 
Leonard Tingle, who joined the unit as maintenance officer in 1960, assumed command 
of the I 23 rd Aviation Company. 



TRANSPORTATION MAINTENANCE COMPANY IN MERIDIAN 

---
John Parker 

Another separate aviation company was established in 
Meridian when personnel from Company C, 223rd Engineers 
and Btry A, 115th Anti Aircraft Artillery was transferred to the 
1066th Transportation Aircraft Maintenance Company, 
located at Key Field (S .O. 116, dated 25 April 59) 

Cpt Morris Kidd, who had commanded Battery A, 
115th Anti-Aircraft Artrillery, was named commander of the 
new company. However, within a few months he was 
transferred out of state and 1 Lt John Parker, who also had 

been with the . 115th, assumed command of the 1066th 
Company. 

CW2 Wayne Wahrendorf, who had been with the 223rd Engeineers, was 
employed as the full time AST. 

Other officers, all from Meridian, assigned to the new company, or who joined 
the company within the next three years, included: 

2 Lt Walter Ivey, formerly with the I 15th 
WO Bill Hagler, formerly with the 223rd 
2 Lt Robert Richardson ( 1960) 

2 Lt Raymond Rogers, formerly with 115th 
WO Roy Price, formerly with the 223rd Engrs 
WO Billy Lovell (1963) 

None of the officers or warrant officers were rated aviators, but Lts Parker and 
Richardson and WO's Haglar and Lovell did qualify as aviators within a short time. 

Non-Divisional Aviation Sections Formed 

Under the 1959 reorganization, the non-divisional units authorized aviation, had 
the following aviator assignments: 

631st Artill ery Group - Maj Robert Pickens , Jackson; Cpt Marshall Duncan, Jackson; and, 2 Lt 
Lawrence Pierce, Gulf-port 

114th FA Battalion - I Lt Asa Bryant, Hattiesburg; 1 Lt Teddie Dale, Wiggins ; 1 Lt Hugh 
Garraway, Hattiesburg; and, 1 Lt John Graves, Laurel. 

168th Engineer Group - Cpt Raymond Ray, Vicksburg. 

106th Eng ineer Battalion - Cpt Clarke Ammons, Monticello . 

. 198th Armored Regiment - WO Geo rge Perdue, Jackson. The assignment of WO Perdue to this 
av iation section is the first record of a warrant officer aviator in the Mississippi program s ince it was 

organi zed in 1948. 



TRAINING FORMAT CHANGED TO INCLUDESUNDA Y DRILLS 

As part of the 1959 reorganization, training of the newly-formed aviation units 
was carried out under a new format. Instead of the four two-hour week-night drills per 
month, the new format included two week-night drills per month and one all day drill on 
a Saturday or Sunday each month that counted as two drill periods. 

The aircraft to support the unit drills and to help the aviators meet their minimum 
flight requirements were still "farmed out" to airports near the homes of the various 
aviators. Aviators were still required to fly at least 100 hours per year, including 15 hours 
at night, 20 hours of hood time and 20 hours of cross country, the same as the minimums 
required of regular Army aviators. In addition the officer aviators had to maintain 
educational requirements relative to their Army branch. 

LT BURNS REPLACED CPT O'KEEFE As FACILITY DIRECTOR IN 1960 

In late 1959, Cpt John O'Keefe resigned as director of the Jackson Support 
Facility to join the Mississippi Manufacturers Association, and was assigned to Hq & Hq 
Detachn1ent on the Adjutant General's staff as the non-full time state aviation officer. 

James Bums 

In January 1960, 1st Lt James H. 
Burns, who had been with the 108th ACR 
Aviation Company, took over as director of 
the Jackson Support Facility. 

The facility had grown to ten full 
time technicians and was maintaining 26 
aircraft for aviators throughout the state. 

John O'Keefe 

Two ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FACILITIES AUTHORIZED IN 1961 

1961 saw a major change take place in Mississippi's Army Aviation program - a 
change that resulted in substantial growth in the overall program. Two additional full 
time maintenance support facilities were authorized - one in Tupelo and another in 
Meridian. The change was necessitated because of the magnitude of the maintenance 
support program being furnished by the lone facility in Jackson. 

The facility was servicing 31 aircraft, thirteen L l 9's, ten OH 13 helicopters , 
seven L 20's and one TL 19 instrument trainer. By this time the facility had lost 
Maintenance Technicians Bert Welch and Shelbon Cotton, but had employed Robert 
Westbrook, Jack Williams, Harold Lane, Donald Ryals and Charles Winwright. 



54 AVIATORS IN PROGRAM BY 1961 

According to a report from l Lt James Burns to the Adjutant General on April 18, 
1961, the following aviators were being served by the Jackson Support Facility: 

Hq & Hq Detachment 
Maj John O'Keefe, Jackson 

31st Aviation Company (Miss. Part) 
Maj Hugh Ketchum, Grenada 
Maj Joel Varner, Jackson 
Cpt Ernest Mallory, Natchez 
Cpt Robert Raper, Memphis 
Cpt Edward Gross, Jackson 
Cpt Bobby Welch, Jackson 
Cpt William McMasters, Grenada 
1st Lt Charles Nelson, Jackson 
l st Lt George Clarke, Jackson 
1st Lt Loring Tharpe, Jackson 
1st Lt William Fanning, Jackson 
1st Lt Thomas Truitt, Florence 
1st Lt William Irwin, Tupelo 
1st Lt Henry Harvey, Tylertown 
1st Lt William Palk, Natchez 
1st Lt Charles Gore, Vicksburg 
2nd Lt Bobby Costilow, Grenada 
2nd Lt Donald Michel, Jackson 
2nd Lt Herbert Marshall, Louisville 
2nd Lt Albert Turnage, Monticello 

Hq 631 st Artillery Group 
Maj Robe1i Pickens, Jackson 
Cpt Marshall Duncan, Jackson 
2nd Lt Lawrence Pierce, Gulfport 

Hq 5th Bn,114th Field Artillery 
1st Lt Asa Bryant, Hattiesburg 
1st Lt Teddie Dale, Wiggins 
1st Lt Hugh Garraway, Hattiesburg 

Hq 4th Bn 114th Field Artillery 
1st Lt John Graves, Laurel 

168th Engineer Group 
Cpt Raymond Ray, Vicksburg 

Hq 106th Engineer Bn 
Cpt Clarke Ammons, Monticello 

l 08th ACR A vn Company 
Cpt James Gentry, Meridian 
Cpt Bruce McElroy, Tupelo 
Cpt Jesse Rogers, Tupelo 
Cpt Paul St John, Columbus 
Cpt James Coleman, Senatobia 
Cpt Travis Parker, Drew 
Cpt Elmon Thomas, Hollandale 
Cpt George Schumpert, Amory 
1st Lt Robert Ayers, Columbus 
1st Lt James Bums, Jackson 
1st Lt Lee Hamberlin, Hernando 
2nd Lt Fred Franks, Tupelo 

123rd Air Ambulance Medical Company 
Cpt Leonard Tingle, Meridian 
Cpt John Persons, Meridian 
Cpt Harry Phillips, Jackson 
Cpt Harold Godbold, McComb 
Cpt William Lewman, McComb 
1st Lt William Bell , Meridian 
1st Lt Winfred Moody, Meridian 
1st Lt Wiley McCoy, Meridian 
2nd Lt Glaston Ford, Meridian 
2nd Lt Ernest Ross, Meridian 

l 066th TAM Company 
l st Lt Jolm Parker, Meridian 
2d Lt Robert Richardson, Meridian 



123RD COMPANY CALLED TO ACTIVE DUTY IN 1961 

Before the full time maintenance support facility could be established at Key Field 
in Meridian, the 123rd Aviation Company was called to active duty in September 1961 , 
reporting to Ft Bragg, N.C., as part of the Berlin Crisis call-up. 

Leonard Tingle 

Maj Leonard Tingle, of Meridian, who had replaced 
Cpt James Gentry as commander of the unit, and who had been 
employed as the full time director of the new support facility, 
served as commander of the 123rd Aviation Company during 
the eleven months the company was on active duty at Ft Bragg. 

During the period of active duty the Mississippi 
aviators and the 14 fillers assigned to the company supported 
the 82nd Airborne Division in medical and other evacuation 
type missions, earning a commendation for their services. The 
unit was released from active duty in August 1962. 

The 123rd Aviation Company aviators joining Maj Tingle on active duty 
included: 

Cpt Harold Godbold, McComb 
Cpt John Permenter, West Point 
1 Lt Winfred Moody, Meridian 
1 Lt William Bell, Macon 
1 Lt Gloston Ford, Meridian 
1 Lt Huey Lang, Meridian 
2 Lt Thomas Adams, Yazoo City 
2 Lt John Williams, Meridian 

(pt William Lewman, Summitt 
Cpt John Persons, Meridian 
1 Lt Kenneth Townsend, DeKalb 
1 Lt Julian Bomar, Meridian 
1 Lt George Messer, Meridian 
1 Lt Edward Lowry, Meridian 
2 Lt Ernest Ross, T oomsuba 

123RD COMPANY REORGANIZED IN 1962 

Following the 11-month tour of active duty, the 123rd Aviation Company was 
reorganized in late 1962 at Meridian, with Maj Leonard Tingle as the company 
commander. All of the aviators who were on active duty rejoined the company, except 
Cpt John Persons, 1 Lt Glaston Ford and 2 Lt Huey Lang. They remained on active duty. 

Sgt Edward Fuller was employed as the AST for the company, until he was 
replaced by CW2 Wayne Wahrendorf in a 1963 reorganization. 

In 1963, the I 066th Transportation Aircraft Maintenance Company, which had 
been operating at Key Field in Meridian since 1959, was merged into the I 23rd Aviation 
Company. 



Officers/aviators joining the 123rd Aviation Company after the August, 1962, 
reorganization, including the 1066th Company personnel, until the end of the 1959-1968 
era included: 

Cpt Joseph Hans, Moss Point 
I Lt Walter Ivey, Meridian 

Cpt John Parker, Meridian 
I Lt William Wilson, Louisville 
2 Lt Ira Morgan, Meridian 
CW2 Wayne Wahrendorf, Mer. 
2 Lt George Godwin, Meridian 

Cpt P. S. Garner, Pascagoula 
I Lt Robert Richardson, Meridian 
2 Lt Lee Walters, Meridian I Lt Larry Knight, Jackson 

2 Lt Charles Chisolm, Meridian 
WO Bill Hagler, Meridian 

WO Billy Lovell, Meridian 

William Irwin 

NEW SUPPORT FACILITIES READY IN 1962 

Both the Tupelo and Meridian full-time support facilities, 
which were authorized in 1961, began operations in 1962. 

Cpt William Irwin, formerly an aviator with the 31st 
Aviation Company, and four technicians - Sgts Robert Wells, 
Thomas "Gat" Palmer, Frank Wade and Ed White - began 
operating the Tupelo facility in October, servicing four L l 9's, one 
L 20 Beaver and one OH 13 helicopter. 

The facility was created to support the aviators m the 
108th Aviation Company, and other aviators in the area. 

In 1964, Cpt Martin L. Hollis, who had been m the 
Mississippi Army Aviation program in the late 50's before 
moving to Alabama and joining the aviation program in that state, 
replaced Cpt Irwin as commander of the Tupelo support facility. 
Cpt Irwin moved to California, and later to Texas, becoming a test 
pilot in single engine jet planes, mainly the F 16. 

Following the August release of the 123rd Aviation 
Company from active duty, Maj Leonard Tingle began the 
operation of the Meridian support facility at Key Field. He was 

Martin Hollis assisted by Sgts Robert Westbrook and Jack Williams in servicing 
the UH 19 and OH 23 helicopters assigned to the 123rd Aviation Company. The facility 
also supported other aviators in the Meridian area. 

OH 13 HELICOPTERS REPLACED BY OH 23'S IN 1962 

During the time the two new support facilities were being organized in 1962, the 
OH 13 Bell Helicopters, which had been in the Mississippi program since 1954, were 
replaced by OH 23 Hillers. Cpts James Burns and John Parker, I Lt Ro bet Richardson 
and Sgt Duane Townley were assigned to pick up the first three OH 23 'sat the Ft Worth, 
Tx Depot. Two forced landings and four days later they made it back to Jackson . 



ALL UNITS ON ACTIVE DUTY IN 1962 

While the process of restructuring and organizing the additional maintenance 
support facilities in Tupelo and Meridian was going on, all Mississippi National Guard 
units were placed on active duty on September 30, 1962, by President John Kennedy. 
The call-up was to remove the Guard units from state control when the Federal 
Government took over the effort to enroll James Merideth as the first black at the 
University of Mississippi in Oxford. 

The 108th Armored Cavalry Regiment, composed of North Mississippi units, was 
in the forefront of the effort to contain the rioting in Oxford even before the Guard was 
placed on active duty. The unit continued to bear the brunt of the riot containment even 
after the Federal Government took charge of the situation. 

The 108th Aviation Company was involved in a week-end drill at the Fairgrounds 
Complex in Tupelo and at the Tupelo Airport when the Regimental headquarters ordered 
the company to move to Oxford on Sunday morning, October 1. The company reported 
to the Oxford am1ory while the aircraft and supporting personnel moved to the Oxford 
airport. 

108TH AVIATION COMPANY HELPED CONTAIN RIOTERS 

Later in the afternoon, members of 
the aviation company were ordered to 
contain rioters at an intersection near the 
Ole Miss campus. Each member of the 
task force was issued three rounds of 
ammunition since the situation had gotten 
out of hand as the rioters hurled bricks, 

bottles and other objects at all military personnel and vehicles, injuring many individuals 
and causing considerable damage to military equipment, as shown above left. 

The aviation company 
was successful in containing the 
rioters at the intersection 
assigned to the unit. 

Aviators and supporting 
personnel who had moved from 
Tupelo to the Oxford airport 
were unable to get to the armory 
and did not become involved in 
the containment of the rioters 

near the campus. Later in the day , as Federal troops took over the airport, all aviation 
troops and equipment were moved to the former Oxford airport south ol the c ity. The 



company's base operations were set-up at that site and courier missions and riot control 
training were carried out during the 26 days the company was on active duty as part of the 
cns1s. 

Following the l 08th Aviation Company's involvement in the Ole Miss rioting, Cpt 
McElroy issued this letter report to his parent unit: 

AVIATION COMPANY 
108TH ARMORED CA VALRY 

OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI 

3 October 1962 

At approximately 1600 hours on I October 1962, my company, along with another unit, was given the mission to capture a 
large number of rioters at an intersection. This mob had been throwing bricks, bottles and other objects _at every mili tary vehicle that 
passed, breaking glass and injuring the occupants. A5 we dismounted, prior to reaching the intersection, bricks and bottles were 
hurled at us . The mob then began to form in depth and was going to make a stand. 

My men were not armed with bayonets, this the mob could see. My commander. Colonel Martin, had given us orders to 
fire if it became necessary to protect my men from bodily harm. Upon approaching the mob, dodging the objects , it became evident 
that my men were in danger without means to protect themselves. I gave the order to Lt Howard to fire a round in the air. This he did 
and approximately 15 rounds were fired . · 

Thus we were able to take in custody 42 of the mob without a single injury to them. 

Upon interrogation, it was found that only two were from Oxford . The remainder were from other points of this state and 
adjoining states 

BRUCE McELROY 
Capt, Armor 
Commanding 

ARMY AVIATION HELPED IN "OPERATION CHLORINE" IN 1962 

No sooner was the "Ole Miss crisis" over when another crisis developed. Five 
days after most units were released from the Ole Miss federalization, Adjutant General 
William Wilson issued a call to Guard troops for state duty in Natchez. The mission was 
to devise and operate a warning system to all residents within a 25-mile semicircle east of 
the Mississippi river near Natchez where the Corps of Engineers would be attempting to 
remove four sunk.en barges containing nearly two and one-half million pounds of chlorine 
gas liquedfied by pressure. The aviation mission was part of an overall plan to evacuate 
about 80,000 residents of the area in event there were gas leaks during the removal of the 
tanks. 

By October 13 "Operation Chlorine" was in full swing, including army aviation's 
role. Maj John O'Keefe, the state aviation officer, was placed in charge of the aviation 
mission at the Natchez Air Park, a small private sod strip at the east edge of the city . The 
31st Aviation Company (Miss. Part) provided the bulk of the aircraft , aviators and 

support personnel for the round the clock operation, however other volunteers came from 
the ! 23rd Air Ambulance Aviation Company , the 1066th Transportation Company, the 
aviation sections of the ! 14th Field Artillery, and even from the l 08th Aviation Company 
after it was released from the Ole Miss duty . Aircraft utli zed were IO L 19 Birddogs, two 
L 20 Beavers and five OH 23 Hill er heli co pters. 



During the 22-day mission, the 
army aviators rehearsed and finalized 
an air warning system in pre­
established sectors of the area, 
operating from a field headquarters 
tent shown at left. 

Loudspeakers and sirens were 
bolted to the wings of the L l 9's. 
Brackets also were available to carry 
and release one million candle power 

flares to aid in evacuation during the hours of darkness. One helicopter was assigned to 
the river bank near the removal site to trigger immediately the air warning system in event 
there was a leak. 

"Operation Chlorine" came to an end November 4 when the four tanks were 
removed from the bottom of the Mississippi river without any leakage. 

PLANS BEGAN TO DEVELOP AIRFIELD AT CAMP SHELBY 

In a December 1962 letter, General Pat Wilson named a committee to develop 
plans for an airfield at Camp Shelby to replace the make-shift airstrip in the motor 
pool/tank park area near the main post. 

Ltc Haskell Vance was named chairman of the committee. Other members of the 
committee were: Ltc Julius Ervin, Maj John O'Keefe, Cpt Rea Stribling, Cpt E. V. 
Coombs, Cpt James Burns and Army Aviation Advisor Donald Prim. 

Construction of the airfield was to be an Engineer unit training project, wi\h a 
scheduled completion date of 1969. 

DIVISION GOT FULL AVIATION COMPANY IN 1963 

Still another reorganization of National Guard units occurred in early 1963, 
including a reorganization of the 31st Infantry Division units. The 31st A via ti on 
Company, which had been a split unit between Alabama and Mississippi, was assigned to 
Mississippi, giving the state a full separate Division aviation company. Co E TAM 
remained as a split company between the two states. 

The two units moved from the old warehouse building to a quonset type building 
behind the hangar housing the Jackson Maintenance Support Faci lity at Hawkins Field. 
The building provided adequate space for headquarters offices, supply rooms, classrooms 
and a motor pool on the north side of the building. 



MAJ JOEL VARNER COMMANDER FULL SIZED COMPANY 

Maj Joel Varner, who had been on the 3 I st Di vision 
staff as the Aviation Operations Officer, assumed command of 
the full-sized 3 I st Aviation Company. 

He was one of the ten original pre-Korea aviators in the 
Mississippi Army Aviation program and served as Aviation 
Officer for the 215th Field Artillery Group from 1953 to 1959, 
prior to serving on the Division staff. 

Sgt Slator Taylor was the full time AST for the 
company. 

Joel Varner 

Other aviators assigned to the full-sized 31st Aviation Company per Special Order 
#114, dated April 24, 1963 , included: 

Cpt James Bums, Jackson 
Cpt Jack Davis, Jackson 
Cpt Charles Gore, Vicksburg 
Cpt Henry Harvey, Tylertown 
Cpt Ernest Mallory, Natchez 
Cpt William Pa lk, Natchez 

Cpt Robert Raper, Memphis 
Cpt Elmon Thomas, Hollandale 
Cpt Thomas Truitt, Florence 
Cpt Bobby Welch, Jackson 
1 Lt George Clarke, Jackson 
1 Lt Bobby Costilow, Grenada 

1 Lt Arthur Farmer, Cry. Spgs. 
1 Lt Bobby Krohn, Corinth 
2 Lt James Davis, Starkvill e 
2 Lt Vince Mullin, Belzoni 
2 Lt James Norman, Jackson 
CW2 Haro ld Godbold, McComb 

Other officers/aviators who joined the company between 1963 and 1968, when the 
company was disbanded, included: 

Maj James Co leman, C linton 
Cpt Robert Gardner, Jackson 
Cpt William Hodnett. V'ksbrg 
Cpt Loring Tharpe, Jackson 
1 Lt Robert Taylor, Greenville 
1 Lt Albert Turnage, Monticello 
2 Lt William Bolling, Jackson 
W/O Tommy Bolling, Jackson 

CW2 Winfred Backstron, Jackson 
CW2 Marshall Duncan, Jackson 
CW2 Henry Hawes, Tennessee 
CW2 Paul Ke lly, Jackson 
CW2 Walter Miley, Monticello 
C W2 Grady Sargent, Natchez 
2 Lt Jerry Hooks, Jackson 

W/O Wade H. Berry, Jackson 
W/O Harold Butler, Jr. , Jackson 
W/O Robert Caldwell, Ft Rucker 
W/O Henry Cauthen, Clarksdale 
W/O Roy Matthews , Jackson 
W/O Thomas Meth vin , Jackson 
CW2 Billy Sex ton, S li de ll , La. 

Co E TAM CONTINUED As A SPLIT UNIT 

Co E TAM, which had been one of the two aviation companies sp li t between 
Mississ ippi and Alabama since 1959, continued to be a sp lit unit w·ith Alabama in the 
1963 reorganization. I Lt Lo ring Tharpe continued to be the company commander unit! 
1965, when Cpt Bobby Welch took over as commander. Cpt Welch continued as the unit 
commander until 1968, when the company was disbanded. 



.. 

REORGANIZATION INCREASED MAJOR SLOTS 

The 1963 reorganization authorized four instead of two non-full time major aviator 
slots in the program. They were the commanders of the three aviation companies and the 
Division Artillery Aviation Officer. With Maj Vamer's move to commanding officer of 
the 31st Aviation Company, the other non full time major slots were filled as follows : 

Cpt Bruce McElroy, commander of the 108th Aviation Company in Tupelo was 
promoted to major and continued to command the company. 

Maj Leonard Tingle, commander of the 123rd Air Ambulance Aviation 
Company, and full time director of the Meridian Support Facility, had been promoted to 
major in 1962. He continued to command the company. 

Maj Hugh Ketchum, who had been serving as the 31st Division (Miss. Part) 
Aviation Officer since 1959, became the 31st Division Artillery Aviation Officer with the 
Grenada headquarters unit. The following year he transferred to 31st Division Artillery 
S4 slot in an excess aviator status and Cpt Robert Raper was promoted to major and 
became the Division Artillery Aviation Officer. 

1963 REORGANIZATION BEGAN WEEK-END DRILLS 

The 1963 reorganization also marked the beginning of a major change in the 
manner that all National Guard units were trained. Instead of two week-night two-hour 
drills per month and one all day Sunday drill, the training format was changed into one 
Saturday and Sunday drill per month, equivalent to four drill periods. 

Effective July 1, 1964 the Army authorized 24 additional flight training periods 
(AFTP's) to assist aviators in meeting their annual flight minimum requirements. The 
additional periods, which w_ere voluntary, enabled aviators to accumulate 72 paid drills 
during a year. Each period had to include at least two hours training. 

Two years later, in a letter dated November 3, 1966, the Adjutant General's office 
ordered an end to the practice of "farming out" aircraft. The letter required all aircraft to 
be returned immediately to the appropriate support facility except: (a) aircraft could be 
pre-positioned by units requiring aviation support during multiple training assemblies; 
and (b) aviators could remain over night to accomplish cross country training missions. 

CPT WELCH NAMED STANDARDIZATION OFFICER 

Cpt Bobby Welch was employed as a full time standardi zation officer at the 
Jackson Support Facility in 1963 and in 1966 Cpt John Parker was employed in a si milar 
position with the Meridian Support Facility. Cpt Albert Turnage was employed at the 
Jackson Faci lity in 1966. 



AVIATION PROGRAM EXPERIENCED FIRST FATALITY IN 1966 

Afier 18 years of flying under all types of conditions, the 
Mississippi Aviation program ex.-perieuced its first fatality as 
result of a crash on Jw1e 30, I 966. 

Bill Hagler 

During aimual field training at Camp Shelby, the 123rd 
Medical Aviation Company was assigned a mission to transport 
some soldiers to the Keesler Air Force hospital in Biloxi. WO 
Bill Haglar was the pilot of the UH 19 helicopter that delivered 
the soldiers to Keesler Field. Upon the return flight to Camp 
Shelby after dark, the pilot encountered severe weather. 

About 14 )Ililes north of Gulfport, the aircraft became involved in a thunderstorm 
and crashed into power lines, causing the aircraft to bum. WO Haglar was able to clear 
himself from the crashed aircraft and to rescue Lt Charles Chisolm, who was occupyrng 
the co-pilot seat. He then 
re-entered the buming 
aircraft twice to rescue 
Medical Specialist SP5 
Richard Blackwell and 
Crew Chief SPS Billy Guy. 
All four crew members 
were hospitalized, two ill 

Gulfport and two ill 

Keesler Field, but only Lt 
Chisolm survived. 

WO Haglar died on 
July 2, three days after the 
accident, as result of the 
bums and inhalation of 
heat and fumes . 

The fatal accident 
occuITed two days after the 
news item at right 
appeared in the Meridian 
Star. 

June 28, 1966 THE MERIDIAN STAR 

READY FOR A PATIENT - A UH . tC evac- Shelby now under w•v . CWO Bill Hagler 
uation helicopter stands by lo rc:uivc a " pa- {left) supcrvisu loading of the patient inlo 
lienl " during pracliee for the 123rd Medi cal t he ' copier, which is pi loled by Cc1pl. Bob 
Compa ny' s annual summer drill s al Camp Richardson . 

Later the Camp Shelby airfield was named Haglar field iu honor of the Meridian 
aviator. Lt Chisolm, who was waiting to go to flight school when the accident occuITed, 
did not recover from hi s injuries sufficiently to allow him to pursue flight training. 
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MAJ JAMES COLEMAN NAMED COMMANDER 31ST COMPANY IN 1966 

In 1966 Maj James Coleman of Clinton, formerly with 
the 108th Aviation Company, and more recently with the 
National Guard Officer's Training School, replaced Maj Joel 
Varner as commander of the 31st Aviation Company and 
served in that capacity until the 1968 disbandment. Maj 
Coleman had been in the aviation program since 1956, first 
serving with the 198th Tank Battalion. 

Maj Varner transferred to the staff of the Emergency 
Operations Headquarters for the purpose of being promoted, 
and served in an excess aviator slot. James Coleman 

ARMY AVIATION TOOK QUANTUM LEAP IN VIETNAM WAR 

Though no Mississippi aviation units were called to active duty for the Vietnam 
War during the 60's and early 70's, Army Aviation took a quantum leap forward as 
result of its participation in the hostilities. 

Some 20,000 military advisors had been in South Vietnam since 1959, but the 
Army did not commit aviation units until 1961. The early aviation units utilized UH 1 
and CH 47 helicopters and L 19, L 20, U 21 and C 12 fixed wing aircraft. The OH 6 
helicopters appeared in Vietnam in 1966. The AH 1 Cobra helicopters were first used in 
Vietnam in 1967 and the OH 58's first appeared in 1969. 

As the "undeclared war" escalated, the U. S. committed 200,000 troops by 1965, 
380,000 by 1966, and 525,000 by 1967. UH 1 helicopters and their crews played a 
leading role in the first major U.S. offensive in May 1965 when they moved paratroopers 
into battle, supported by a massive artillery barrage. 

The use of helicopters in combat assault became more important over the next few 
years . Troops were moved quickly and effectively into advanced areas. With equal speed 
they were supplied, then airlifted out, or to another area. In addition to troop lifts, 
aviation personnel performed tactical combat assault, direct fire support, aerial recon, 
medical evacuation and were called upon to provide anti tank assault. One of the most 
important missions was medical evacuation. Over 320,000 wounded soldiers were 
evacuated from the combat areas. 

Army Aviation also can be proud of the fact t!tat seven army aviators were 
mvarded the Congressional Medal of Honor (2 posthumously) for their services during 
tlte "undeclared war. " 



EIGHT PRE-VIETNAM AVIATORS To COMBAT 

Eight pre-Vietnam aviators in the Mississippi program went on active duty and 
saw combat duty in that conflict. Two of tlte eigltt were killed in Vietnam. 

Harry Phillips 

Lt. Harry Pltillips of Jackson, an aviator with the 123rd 
Aviation Company, went on active duty in 1961 before the 123rd 
was called to active duty during the Berlin crisis. He was in Korea 
during 1962-63, and was sent to Vietnam in 1966 with the 254th 
Medical Air Ambulance Detachment. 

He was killed on August 13, 1966, w!tile on a nig!tt m1sswn 
to evacuate two wounded soliders. His wife and three children 
lived in Memphis. 

WO Henry Caul/ten of Clarksdale 
was a member of the 31st Aviation Company during the mid-
60's. He volunteered for active duty and in April 1967 .and was 
sent to Vietnam where he was assigned to the 188th Air Mobile 
Aviation Company. 

On July 31, 1967, tltree montlts after arnvmg in 
Vietnam, W/O Cauthen was killed, along with his co-pilot and 
tltree crew members, while on a night combat mission. 

His wife, Gail, and two children lived in Clarksdale. Henry Cauthen 

The other pre-Vietnam aviators in the Mississippi av1at1on program who saw 
action 111 Vietnam were Cpt John Persons, I Lt Edward Lowry, I Lt 
Glaston Ford and 2 Lt Huey P. Lang, all former members of the 123rd Aviation 
Medical Company of Meridian, I Lt Billy Percival of Grenada, who was with the 31st 
Aviation Company, and 1 Lt George Walker of Coldwater, who was with the 108th ACR 
Aviation Company in Tupelo . 

G laston Ford 

I Lt Glaston "Sonny" Ford of Meridian was the first of 
the eight pre-Vietnam aviators to see action in Vietnam. He was 
assigned to the 119th Aviation Company in 1964-65. He 
completed a second tour in Vietnam in 1968-69 with the 213th 
Assualt Support Helicopter Company, the 140th TC Det and the 
222nd Combat Aviation Battalion. He was scheduled for a third 
tour in Vietnam when fighting ceased. 

Lt Ford retired in 1980 with the rank of Lt Colonel. He 
now resides in St. Charles , Missouri . 



John Persons 

Cpt Joltn Persons served 111 

Vietnam in 1965-66, assigned lo the 498th 
Air Ambulance Aviation Company. He 
served a second tour in 1968-69, first with 
the 45th Medical Company Aviation 
Section, then as commander of the 283rd 
Air Ambulance Company. He retired from 
active duty in 1976 as a Lt Colonel and 
resides in Scooba. 

Lt Huey Lang also served with the 
498th Air Ambulance Avn Co in Vietnam 
in 1965-66. He served a second tour in 

Huey Lang 

1968-69 when he commanded the 45th Medical A vn Co. He retired from active duty in 
1980 as a Lt Colonel and resides in Meridian. 

Billy Percival 

Lt Billy Percival of Grenada 
joined the 31st Division Aviation 
Company in 1963 and completed flight 
training in 1964. In 1965 he transferred 
to the Marines and qualified as a naval 
aviator. He served with the Marines in 
Vietnam in 1969. He retired as a full 
Colonel and resides in Pensacola , Fla. 

I Lt Edward Lowry joined a 
Reserve unit in Laurel after leaving the 
123rd . . He volunteered for active duty 
and served in Vietnam in 1966-67 with 

Edward Lowry 

the 1st Division Aviation Battalion. He served a second tour in 
Vietnam in 1968-69 with the 101 st Airborne Division Aviation Company. He retired as a 
Lt Colonel and resides in Madison. 

George Walker 

1 Lt George Walker of Coldwater, while a member of the 
108th Aviation Company, went on active duty in 1967-68, serving 
with the 185th Aviation Company in Vietnam. 

He served a second tour of duty in 1970-71 as a memb~r of 
the 173rd OV-1 (Mohawk) Aviation Company. 

He later commanded the 131 st Aviation Battalion and the 
185th Aviation Group In the Miss. program, before bei ng 
transferred to ST ARC headquarters. 



TllREE ARMY ADVISOR CHANGES IN 1959 - 1968 ERA 

Maj Bill Hoge Maj Donald Prim Maj Bidwell Owens Maj James Russell 

Maj Donald Prim replaced Maj Bill Hoge, who had been the Anny Advisor since 
1956, in 1961. Maj Bidwell Owens replaced Maj Prim in 1966, and Maj James Russell 
replaced Maj Owens in 1967. 

SHELBY AIRFIELD READY FOR USE lN 1967 

By the time for annual field training in 1967, the various Engineer Units had 
Shelby Airfield ready for use by aviation units. The engineer personnel had worked on the 
project during field training sessions since 1963, following the development of a plan by a 
special committee formed in late 1962. 

TI1e picture at right 
shows the development of 
the site in the early stages 
of the engineer's work. 

When first put ill 

use in 1967, the field 
consisted of a 5,000-foot 
sod runway, running 
generally north and south, 
with parking areas on the 
west side. An open-sided 
maintenance building was 
at the northwest comer of 
the rW1way. A small 
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Enginee r Troops constructing nn nir strip at C n111p Sltelh~· 

operations "shack" was the hub of activity on the west side of the runway. There were 
two partially screened-in buildings, one for supply and another for a classroom, south of 
the operations "shack." During summer field training traffic around the fie ld was 
controlled by a po1table tower fi.1mishccl by the Air Guard . 
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OTHER AVIATION ACTIVITIES DURING 1959 - 1968 

ANNUAL FIELD TRAINING: During 1959 - 1963 , the Mississippi part or the 
two aviation companies participated in annual field training at Ft McClellan, Ala., a long 
with the 31st Division. During the second week of each year's training, six L l 9's, an L 
20 and a helicopter would be dispatched to Camp Shelby where the Division's artillery 
units were training. During the remaining years of the period, ending in 1967, all 
Mississippi aviation units performed AFT at Camp Shelby. 

AVIATORS HELP AFTER HURRICANE BETSY: In Septemer 1965 when 
Hurricane Betsy hit the New Orleans area, the Louisiana National Guard did not have 
qualified aviators to fly their aircraft for emergency assistance. Hq & Hq Detachment of 
the Mississippi National Guard arranged to transfer Maj Leonard Tingle and Cpt John 
Parker of the 123rd Medical Aviation Company in Meridian to the Louisiana National 
Guard for temporary duty that allowed them to fly the emergency missions . 

ROSTER OF A VIA TORS AT END OF 1967 

I-lq & Hq Detachment 
Ltc John O'"Keefe, Jackson 

HHC 31st Infantry Div. 
Ltc Joel Varner, Jackson 

31st Aviation Company 
Maj James Coleman, Clinton 
Cpt James Bums, Jackson 
Cpl Anhur Farmer, C. Springs 
Cpt William Hodnett, Vicksburg 
Cpt William Palk, Natchez 
Cpl Ernest Mallory, Natchez 
Cpt Thomas Truill, Florence 
Cpt Loring Tharpe, Jackson 
Cpt Albert Turnage, Monticello 
Cpl Billy McMasters, Grenada 
Cpt Robert Gardner, Jackson 
Cpt Henry Harvey, Tylertown 
I Lt George Clarke, Jackson 
I Lt James Davis, Starkville 
I Lt Bobby Krohn, Corinth 
I Lt James Norman, Jackson 
I Lt Robert Taylor, Greenville 
CW2 Henry Hawes, Tenn. 
CW2 Harold Godbold, McComb 
CW2 Walter Miley. Monticello 
CW2 Billy Sexton, Slidell, La. 
CW2 Marshall Duncan, Jackson 
CW2 Paul Kelly, Jackson 
WO Wade Berry, Texas 
WO Robert Caldwell, Ft Rucker 
WO Roy Mallhews, Jackson 
WO Thomas Methvin, Jackson 

liq 31st Div. Artillery 
Ltc Hugh Ketchum, Jackson 
Maj Robert Raper, Memphis 
Cpl Richard Forbes, Grenada 
I Lt William Percival , Grenada 
2 Lt Tommy Christopher, Grenada 
WO Ray Carroll , Grenada 
WO Sterling Mays, Grenada 

Hq 3rd .Brigade, 31st Division 
WO George Perdue, Jackson 

Co E, 731st Maint. Bn., 31st Div. 
Cpt Bobby Welch, Jackson 

Hq 631st Field Artillery Group 
Cpl Hugh Garraway, Halliesburg 

I-lq 4th Bn, I 14th Field Artillery 
Cpl Jack Davis. Jackson 

Hq 5th Bn, I 14th Field Artillery 
Cpt Asa Bryant. Hauiesburg 
Cpt Teddie Dale. Wiggins 

Hq Co, 168th Engineer Group 
Cpt Charles Gore. Vicksburg 

Hq Co, 890th Engineer Battalion 
2 Lt Kenneth Mitchell, Jackson 
CW2 Robert Housley. Jackson 

liq 106th Engineer Battalion 
Ma1 Clarke Ammons, Monticello 

102nd Public Information Detachment 
Cpt Robert Hutson. Jackson 

108th Armor Cavalry Aviation Company 
Maj Bruce McElroy, Baldwyn 
Cpl Jesse Akers . Greenville 
Cpt Robert Ayers. Columbus 
Cpl Fred Franks. Saltillo 
Cpt Martin Hollis. Tupelo 
Cpt Dwight Spearman, Alabama 
Cpl Lee Hamberlin, Hernando 
Cpt Bill Hendrix, Memphis 
Cpl James Gentry. Meridian 
I Lt Lawrence Lillie. Macon 
I Lt George Walker. Coldwater 
CW2 Olen Kelley. Columbus 
CW2 George Schumpert, Amory 

123rd Medical Aviation Company 
Maj Leonard Tingle . Meridian 
Cpl William Bell. Meridian 
Cpl Joseph Hans, M·eridian 
Cpl William Lewman. McComb 
Cpl John Parker. Meridian 
Cpt John Permenter. West Point 
Cpt Robert Richardson . Meridian 
I Lt George Messer. Meridian 
I Lt Kenneth Townsend. Meridian 
I Lt P. S Garner. Jr. . Meridian 
I Lt Larry Knight . Jackson 
2 Lt Julian Bomar. Meridian 
2 Lt Ira Morgan , Meridian 
2 Lt Charles Chi solm. Meridian 
2 Lt George Godwin . Meridian 



1959 1968 

The L 19 (0 IA) Birddog continued to be the workhorse of 
the 

The L 20 (U6) Beaver was used for VIP m1ss1ons and for 
instrument flight training during the 1959-68 time period 

The OH 13 Bell helicopter was used by 
aviators during this era until 1962 

The CH 34 was used from the late 60's 
until the mid-70's, primarily by the Air 

Cpt Ernest Mallory, right, an aviator with 
the 3 I st Division Aviation Company in the 
1959-67 era is shown with Sgt Jimmy 

The OH 23 Hiller replaced the OH 
13 in 1962 and remained in use until 
the early ?O's 

The UH 19 Sikorsky helicopter 
replaced the OH 23 Hillers in the late 
60's and remained until the early ?O's 

Change in Adjutant Generals In 1964 

Gen Walter Johnson, above, a 
former pilot during World War II, 
replaced Gen Pat Wilson as Adjutant 
Gc11<.:ral in 1964. and was 

Gen Pat Wilson, who had been 
Adjutant General since 194 7, and 
since the Anny Aviation Program 
was founded, was replaced by Gen 
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Some Of The Members Of 108th Aviation Company - 1959-60 

Robert Ayers Fred Franks Lee Hamberlin Bruce McElroy Charles McNair 

Travis Parker Howard Richardson 

Where It Started In Jackson 

At right is a picture of the northwest sector of Hawkins Field in 
Jackson where the Jackson Support Facility was located in 1953 , 
using the metal hangar (I) . In 1959 when the sta le go t a part of 
two 3 1st Div /\ vn Co's, they used the old warehouse (2) and an 
orderly room in a small building just north of the warehouse . In 
1963 the two units moved into the quonse t-type buildings (3) , 

George Schumpert Elmon Thomas 

Where It Started In TupelQ 

/\t left is a picture of the Tupelo hangar where the Tupelo 
Maintenance Support Facility, which supported the 108th Aviation 
Company, was established in 1962 . 
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Jackson Support Facility Personnel in 1963 

At left is Cpt William Palk (left) of Natchez 
getting the straight "poop" from Sgt Ellis Self, 
the L 19 mechanic. Palk and Self joined the 
aviation program sooo after the post-Korea 
rcorganizatioo 

At right is Cpt John Parker of Meridian, 
shown with an OH 13 Bell helicopte,-, which 
was used in the aviatioo program from 1954 to 
1962. 

At left is Maj John O'Keefe 
leaving the operations tent in 
the early days of Operation 
Chlorine at Natchez in 1962 

At right is Sgt Ellis "Scotty" 
Self doing KP at Operation 
Chlorine. It's his next best 
MOS to the one of airplane 
mechanic 

Shown at left are employees of the 
Jackson Support Facility in 1963, 
left to right: Ellis Self, Harold 
Ryals, Milton Loper, Emmett 
Brown, Wiley Isbell, Duane 
Townley, Alfred McLendon, 
Harold Lane, Sam Askew, Cpt 
Jan1es Burns, Cpt Bobby Welch 
and Bob Dreding. 

·~\ff\.. .Ji•:•.· 

r.:?&, 
Where It All Started In Meridian 

At left is a picture of a UH l helicopter 
parked in front of the old Meridian hangar 
where the first Meridian Support Facility 
was established in 1962 Though this is a 
picture taken in the 70's, it does show the 
original hangar 
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Thursday, May 27, 1965 - A ~be C[.[arfon~JLetJget 

O'l(eef e Wins His Wings 
As Master Aviator In NG 

Lt. Col. John O'Keefe recent-' ammunition and blood plasma 
ly received orders awarding his I to troop~ in c?mba_t. 

, master aviator wings. He is tne J:or l11s actions m Burma a~d 
· f" t · t • th M" . . . Chma. he was awarded the D1s-

1rs avia ?r m · e isstssip~l tinguished Flying Cross and the 
Army National Guard to qualI- Air Medal with one oak leaf 
fy for his master rating. He cluster. 
was . awarded the wings for: He _was released fr?m active 
meeting the requirements of • duty m 1S45 an~ rec~1ved_ h ! s 

. ratmg as an aviator m the M13-
the number of_ yea rs flymg and sissippi Army National Guard 
number of flymg hours set by in 1952. In 1954, he attended hel­
the Department of the Army icopter school and received his 
He also has the special instru- rotary wing rating. He has 
ment card which is required . flown a total of 1500 hours in 

O'Keefe began flying in 1942 helicopters and 3500 in conven­
with the Army Air Corps . At tional aircraft. 
the age of 19 he was a r a t e d O'Keefe is presently assigned 
liaison pilot and served during as s t a f f aviation officer in 
World War II with the Second Headquarters and Headquar­
Air Commando ~roup in Bur- ters Detachment Mississippi 
ma and with General Chenault's Army National Guard in Jack-
14th Air Force in China. son. 

While serving in Burma and In civilian life, he is the ex-
China, O'Keefe flew wounded ecutive vice president of t h e 
men from the front lines, res- Mississippi Manufacturers As­
cued downed pilots and flew sociation of Jackson. 

FINAL INSPECTION - Maj . L eona rd Tin • 
gl ,e (l cf l) com m a ndin9 offi c e r of Meridian' , 

12 3rd Mcd !c o1I Com p,1ny, goc 1 ov u uni1 r e c• 
ords w ilh Col. A lber ! Gore o f J .-icki.on, com ­
m anda o f th «: 21Jl h Me d ical B .111 .-il ion, o f 

whi c h th e loc,,d unil i1 .1 p.a rl . Th e unil lef t 

S u n d.1y fo r two-Weeki. of 1i c ld lrc1 in in(J .l l 

C ,Hll fl Shclhy . 

J . .\CK50\ D . .\I LY NEWS C-Tucsdav, Nov. 17, 1%1 

CHANGE OF COM M AN D 
r ·.:ip ' 1-.,,:·.-.·. H '.', rl! h . le '.t nr,..,· comm.lndrr of ~:omp::1n~­
~- T·;- . .... , . . , .," : :~1 rn ,1f \ \\a1ntC'flancr. 7J l ~t M:un tena nce 
~,111-ii ,., · :.1 ·._ .M" , , rr,r,z r~rul <l!ed hy p;;q rnmmand<'r 
1· ,r: 1J1· : H 11.:,rpr• r.J~inc ch;mhf <'f c01nm;rnrl crrf' -

.,, ., -..in ~ Airf1 e1<1 S.1turd.1\· n1ghl Cap l 11"1r)'fl 
'"! .1~ S-t-rv ,u Pl::11non ()ffwa <'f C11111p ,1n~· A. 

\ ; .>t A\1 .lltOfl Hatlalt0n of J:u·kson - O! f,n ;;l 



wm"1 :llst DIV . - Pictured 
from lc lt to right are Capt. Ro­
bert E . Raper, F light Comman­
der . Duc k Hill; M-Sgt Jesse A. 
Strider, Ma intenance Sgt, Gren­
ada. and Maj . Hugh W. Ketcl1wn , 
As st . Division Air OHicer, Gren-

RESCUE OPERATION - C,e., members 
o f th e 123rd Medical Co . simulate re s• 
cue operations for !raining purpoSC 'i . 
L1 Bpb Ric h.ardson , pilot, j;w .i i ts fin..il 
p r c p.:ir atio n -.. before l.ik e off w ith Sp -S 
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ada. Keeping the 31st _Aviation 
Company running smoothly is _ one 
of tiicir responsibilities while at 
National Guard summer training. 
They are now training a t Ft. Mc­
Clel!an with the 31st Dixie Divi­
;sion. 

Clairborn c Blackwe ll .n th e "c,uu alty ." 
Pfc. Aubrey Burl , Sp-5 Terry Po gue, Sp-
5 Jerry Head ley .:and Sp -4 Tom my Glov ­
e r aid in the opcrali o n . 

- St.ir S1.:df Ph o10 

Copter L•,tts The l1·iu anrl a Golden Seller 
went lo U1e river swamp south 
of ,Jackson al 2 p.m., for a br~f 

J k 
duck hu,nling b:ip, and did · nol . ac sonians ~:i~;~•J_heriH J. fl. Gilfoy fas 

D e p u t i e s scarchc<l [or lhe 

F S 
; . ,• lhrce throughout_ the nigh!. and ro m Wa m P al dayh.reak _N~~nal G~rd Maj._ 

John O K~_l'~ ,l<lln~[lie l1unt in 
_ '1) t; C I 9 1, z.. . . · 11 l1elicopter. - - '- ·---- ----

Three Jackso.nians and a clog i"ive minutes laler he [uuncl 
went on a brief duck-hunting trip thc group nc.ir a fire in thC' 
Sa~tn·day hut wound up on a swamps. 
c_h11ly _all-night c.imping t"Xpl!di- Thr_v .s.iirl they h;ir( \\''lfld;,rrrl 
lion with a free helicopter tnur in the darknc-.s~ uni.ii 111 r:m .. 
of the Pearl 11iver swamp. lhcn hurll a fire [or lhc night. 

llinrls County .sheriff's officers O' l\!;,!:.fe__..airliftcd ma'n boys 
said rC'l.ilivcs rr.porlccl William M<f'i1og"'lo safely. Nnnc ~cpo,:l"cd 
Burk,., Sr .. his son. Wilii ;un .Jr ill ef[ecls from the night. 
If> . hnth n[ 120 Keener Ave .. ;rn;i 
Haymond Johnson. 16, of 228 
Wesley Ave., missing al 8 p.m., 
S:il urd..i y. 

Sp/5 Edgar Goodman 

Sp/5 Jerry Headley 
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